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About 25 years ago or so I was the assistant to the senior partner of one of the 

busiest law offices in Rapid City, SD. It was my great honor and privilege to keep 

track of a man who’d been the Secretary of Labor for the State of South Dakota, 

and upon leaving that position he had opened his own law firm. We had hundreds 

of open and active files, specializing in workers compensation and personal injury. 

We also represented a Fireman’s Union – with which we were deep into a mystery. 

One of our most difficult tasks was keeping track of one another’s calendars. So to 

keep track of our separate schedules, we’d trade calendars on a regular basis – he’d 

copy off the appointments that I’d made, and I’d copy off the appointments that 

he’d made. 

Now, one of my responsibilities was to take care of the file set up. I’d get the new 

client’s name, address, phone number, assorted problems, etc., and set up a new 

file with all this pertinent information.  

One day I found a name on my attorney’s calendar that had no phone number. It 

was simply just the name Muffy Shots, in the 3:00 slot, and I believe it was on a 

Tuesday. 

It was unusual when my attorney didn’t put a telephone number with one of the 

names that he’d added to his calendar, but we’d been in it deep with this firemen’s 

union. I presumed that Muffy Shots was probably a fireman, coming into the office 

with extremely confidential information – so confidential that I was not allowed to 

have his phone number for the file set up. 

I have an extremely suspicious mind – and I love mystery. So, I said not one word 

to my attorney. I simply added Muffy Shots to the calendar, set up a secret file that 

I placed in my drawer, and waited for Tuesday at 3:00 to come. I could hardly 

stand the suspense.  

Tuesday finally arrived. My attorney and I met that morning, like we usually did. 

We sent out some letters, answered some pleadings, faxed a couple of nasty-grams 

across town – all the regular stuff – and when we finished, I closed my binder and 

reminded him, “Don’t forget about Muffy Shots this afternoon,” hoping he’d give 

me some sort of a clue as to the mystery surrounding this new client. 

He said, “Oh, that’s right! I nearly forgot!” 
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I waited a couple of seconds for an explanation, but when none was forthcoming I 

left his office and went to work. 

I could hardly eat my lunch that day. I was in such turmoil about what in the world 

was going on with Muffy Shots; more importantly, why on earth didn’t I know! I 

knew everything in that office. I practically ran the place, yet I didn’t know what 

was bringing Muffy shots in to see us. 

At approximately 2:45 that afternoon, my attorney came barreling down the 

hallway, obviously in a hurry.  He was carrying a huge file and he handed it to me 

saying, “I’ve got to get out of here. I’m almost late. Will you take care of this for 

me?” 

I took the file, horrified to realize that he was leaving! “But what about Muffy 

Shots?” I asked. 

My attorney looked at me and frowned. “Yes, you reminded me this morning. 

That’s where I’m going. I agreed to take Muffy for his shots this afternoon.” 

The look on my face must have been something else, because my attorney started 

to laugh and he said, “You know…Muffy my dog?” 

Oh yeah…I thought…I know Muffy. I’d known Muffy for years. World’s greatest 

dog… 

I’d assumed that Muffy Shots was somebody else. And instead of asking a simple 

question, I built my own philosophy around the alleged person of Muffy Shots. 

Jesus’ disciples did not do that. While I thought I was just all that, practically 

running the place, too brilliant to even ask a question, Jesus’ disciples humbled 

themselves and asked, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” Matthew 13:10b
 

esv
 

Why do you do that Jesus? 

Now, I like to teach within context, so if you have your Bibles with you, turn with 

me first to Mark 3. I am teaching out of an ESV, but I’ve used several translations 

to prepare for this class. We are studying the parables in Matthew 13 and will 

spend the bulk of our time there, however, what I want part of your experience to 

be is the blessing of having several synoptic gospels to extract from. Looking at the 
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same circumstances from another eye-witness’s point of view expands context and 

gives us a panoramic understanding of the situation at hand. 

One thing that interests me about the context in which Jesus spoke these parables, 

and I hope it will interest you too, is what Jesus has already experienced on this 

particular day. 

At this point in our Gospel history, Jesus has been healing so many people that 

He’s developed this following, and it’s growing more every day. The religious 

leadership at this point is threatened by what they perceive to be Jesus’ success. 

They’re starting to lose their influence over the people, and they loved their power. 

They liked control and manipulation, and Jesus was never going to be part of that. 

They know this, and so they want Him dead. So Jesus decides to get away from 

these folks for a time. 

7 
Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd followed, from 

Galilee and Judea 
8 
and Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and 

from around Tyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard all that he was doing, 

they came to him. 
9 
And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because 

of the crowd, lest they crush him… Mark 3:7-10 
esv

 

…lest they crush Him…! 

Woah…that’s a big crowd. The Pharisees are willing to kill for His crowd. 

Okay, now in my Bible I just have to turn the page because I’m going to skip to 

verse 20 of this same chapter. 

20 
Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even 

eat. 
21 

And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were 

saying, “He is out of his mind.” Mark 3:20-21 
esv

 

That word seize in my ESV is translated went out to get Him in the NCV.  My NIV 

1984 translates, they went to take charge of Him. The Greek word in that portion of 

Scripture is krateō, and it means to lay hold, which is how it is rendered in the 

KJV. 

His family was upset, and they were going to take Jesus by physical force away 

from the crowds that loved Him…because they thought that He was out of His 

mind. My KJV says that they thought He was beside Himself. The Greek word 
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that’s used there is existēmi, and literally translated means He’s out of His wits just 

because He doesn’t take a break from His teaching in order to eat. 

And then the Scribes – church leaders of Jesus’ time – were standing there, 

listening to His own family say these things about Him, and they were like, well, 

He’s possessed by the devil. 

Now, not anywhere in what we just looked at was a single question asked of Jesus. 

He was miraculously healing and doing good. This was a good Man. Whether or 

not you believe He was the Son and person of God is irrelevant. He did not break a 

single law, and He performed only righteous works. Yet the assumption of the 

“leaders” deteriorated into: He’s possessed by the devil. 

That’s some warped philosophy. 

Turn with me to Matthew 12, where we will catch up with Jesus’ family. 

46 
While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers 

stood outside, asking to speak to him. 
48 

But he replied to the man who told him, 

“Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 
49 

And stretching out his hand 

toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 
50 

For 

whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and 

mother.” Matthew 12:46-50 
esv

 

Jesus draws a line here. His mother and his brothers symbolize the nation of Israel, 

whom Jesus came to heal and save. But since they won’t have anything to do with 

His ministry (at this time) he sends a distinct signal that He’s making a break with 

Israel – and if they won’t have Him, He will reach out to those who will. And He 

stretches out His holy hand and declares a new family. This is about obedience, not 

worldly opinion. 

And it’s after all of this, on this particular day in Jesus’ earthly life that He gives us 

a beautiful set of parables that so richly illustrate His call to each one of us to 

relinquish our complacency and lack of regard when it comes to our eternal future 

and take hold of the salvation He freely offers. 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
2 
And great 

crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole 

crowd stood on the beach. 
3 
And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 

sower went out to sow. 
4 
And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the 
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birds came and devoured them. 
5 
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 

not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of 

soil, 
6 
but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they 

withered away. 
7 
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 

choked them. 
8 
Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
9 
He who has ears, let him hear.” 

10 
Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in 

parables?” Matthew 13:1-10 
esv

 

Why do you talk like that, Jesus? Why do you do that?  

Everyone else is  making a lot of assumptions about Jesus – but the disciples 

decide to ask a question instead, and Jesus has an answer for them. 
11 

And he 

answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of 

heaven, but to them it has not been given. 
12 

For to the one who has, more will be 

given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he 

has will be taken away. 
13 

This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing 

they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 
14 

Indeed, in 

their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: 

“You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never 

perceive. 
15 

For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can 

barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes 

and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would 

heal them.” Matthew 13:11-15 
esv

/Isaiah 6:9, 10 

These people who’ve been following Jesus have been listening to Him and they’ve 

turned to Him, and they’ve been healed – physically and spiritually. But, there are 

those among us who don’t care about the Truth – in fact, they’re downright hostile 

to it – just close their eyes when the Word is spoken. To seek the kingdom of God 

depends upon how thirsty you are, and whether or not you’re willing to take 

responsibility for that thirst. 

Look with me at a promise that the LORD made through Isaiah. The context is the 

Israelites’ redemption from their captivity in Babylon, and it speaks to the intense 

thirst they have for God to satisfy that thirst.
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19 
Behold, I am doing a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

    and rivers in the desert. 

What I want you to picture here is a garden that’s been neglected to the point of 

drought. The ground is hard-packed, and there are those little cracks everywhere. If 

you throw a bucket of water on the situation, it’s too much to absorb. But if you 

run a river (soaker-hose) into this desert, and the water is slowly soaked up, then 

your garden can be restored. 
20 

The wild beasts will honor me, 

    the jackals and the ostriches, 

for I give water in the wilderness, 

…wilderness indicates that there is a lot of wandering around going on out there. 

Nobody’s listening, and for sure they’re not asking any questions. Until they take 

responsibility for their own thirst, they will remain a desert and wilderness. But 

God promises that He will give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give 

drink to my chosen people, Isaiah 43:19-20 
esv

 

And these chosen people are those who hear the voice of Christ, and want more 

information – and they turn to Him and they’re healed. 

The disciples took responsibility for their own thirst when they asked Jesus, “Why 

do you talk like that, Jesus? Why do you do that?” 

And because the disciples are obviously seeking for more on what Jesus is 

teaching, they are given an explanation: 

16 
But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 

17 
For truly, 

I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and 

did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

Make no mistake guys, those prophets and righteous people were thirsty – they 

wanted this stuff, but they didn’t want to take responsibility.  

18 
“Hear then the parable of the sower: 

19 
When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 

has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. Matthew 13:16-

19 
esv
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Jesus explains that when the word of the kingdom is not understood, that means it 

has reached a hard heart. This person just isn’t going to be receptive, and that free 

knowledge of the salvation of Christ just lays there on the surface of that hard old 

heart. And given a little time, Satan grabs the memory of whatever is lying there – 

Eugene Peterson wrote in The Message that the Evil One…plucks it right out of 

that person’s heart. Matthew 13:19 
TM

 

Then Jesus gives an explanation for the seed sown on rocky soil: 
20 

As for what was 

sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy, 
21 

yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and 

when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls 

away. Matthew 13:20-21 
esv

 

This is the good-time Charlie heart. He (or she) is so excited when anything new 

comes along! This person receives the message of salvation with great emotion and 

instant dedication. There’s a great deal of passion for the Gospel message, but 

good-time Charlie lacks the thirst to nurture their new conversion. Perhaps 

someone (sibling, a cousin, a parent, friend) comes along and teases or humiliates 

this person because of their new faith. And since Charlie hasn’t grown roots in 

his/her new faith, he/she isn’t going to risk all the bad feelings that are going to 

happen when these relationships fall apart because of this new faith. Charlie 

immediately steps away from the faith in order to pursue worldly relationships 

instead of the saving relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Then Jesus gives an explanation for the seed sown among thorns: 
22 

As for what 

was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 

world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 

Matthew 13: 22
 esv

 

This is the Scrooge heart. Scrooge was a great fiscal genius, and he a general 

knowledge of God – but his thirst for money was greater than his thirst for God. 

Had he thirsted for God he would have given his money to the poor and needy on a 

regular basis. Probably would have been a good tither, would have filled in on the 

local soup line, would have helped out at the homeless shelter. He would have 

sought to minister to Bob Cratchit and his family, instead of working the daylights 

out of the poor man, while his family went without. 

And then, Jesus explains the seed sown on good soil: 
23 

As for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears 
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fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

Matthew 13:23 
esv

  

This good ground represents the true believer – the one who is ready to hear from 

Jesus Christ, and is thirsty to grow in the knowledge of Him. Jesus doesn’t say that 

the good ground has no rocks or thorns with which to contend, but obviously this 

good ground is willing to receive the seed and bring forth various amounts of crops 

– no matter what the obstacle may be, whether it be rocks or thorns. This fruit that 

Jesus is talking about is the fruit of the Spirit, and it only comes when we ask Jesus 

Christ to forgive us for our sins. The Holy Spirit indwells and seals us at that time. 

Nothing else can get in, and the Holy Spirit never leaves.  

24 
He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 
25 

but while his men were 

sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 
26 

So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 
27 

And the 

servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 

good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 
28 

He said to them, ‘An 

enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 

gather them?’ 
29 

But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat 

along with them. 
30 

Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I 

will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 

burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’” Matthew 13:24-30 
esv

 

This is the most interesting parable for me as it brings to mind Jesus’ family.  

These weeds are folks who are going to give Christians a lot of trouble – and right 

now, Jesus’ own family looks like a big weed patch. They gossip and they judge, 

and they seek to control Him. 

Think about that for minute…I’ve looked like a weed, and I remember a time when 

I gave a certain Christian woman such a hard time that I made her cry. I looked so 

much like a weed, I’m sure she thought I was one. 

There are going to be times when it’s extremely difficult to tell the difference 

between the weeds and the wheat – the unsaved and the saved. Because, beloved, 

even having been a Christian woman since April of 1979, I have not always 

behaved like a Christian. Sometimes I act a lot like an agent of evil – and, as Jesus 

explains, it’s hard to tell the difference so the weeds are going to be left until that 
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day when Christ comes in His glory and sorts the thing out Himself. Until then, the 

wheat (Christians) will continue to mature and serve God in whatever way He 

desires. 

And we do not cut off or dig up those weeds, no matter how much trouble they 

give us. Instead, we must continue to instruct them with great love, compassion, 

and humility. (See Luke 9:51-56) 

31 
He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 
32 

It is the smallest of 

all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes 

a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

33 
He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a 

woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” Matthew 

13:31-33 
esv

 

This grain of mustard seed is so small that you can’t even see it in my hand. And 

this jar of yeast (representing the leaven) small as it is, raises enough dough for me 

to make 40 large pizzas. Who would think that this seed so small could grow into a 

beautiful tree wherein birds can nest? Who would think that this dinky jar of yeast 

would yield for my business something that people just can’t get enough of? 

Seriously, who would have thought that such enormous returns could come out of 

such a dinky investment? 

Matthew Henry wrote:  

The apostles, by preaching the gospel, hid a handful of leaven in the great 

mass of mankind. It was made powerful by the Spirit of the Lord of hosts, 

who works, and none can hinder. Thus it is in the heart. When the gospel 

comes into the soul, it works a thorough change; it spreads itself into all the 

powers and faculties of the soul, and alters the property even of the members 

of the body. From these parables we are taught to expect a gradual progress; 

therefore let us inquire, Are we growing in grace? and in holy principles and 

habits? 

—Matthew Henry Concise 
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34 
All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to 

them without a parable. 
35 

This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet: 

“I will open my mouth in parables; 

    I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.” Matthew 

13:34-35
 esv

 

These profound mysteries of our Holy Creator were now coming out of the mouth 

of Jesus Christ. He (Jesus) came to reveal to us that which He made, and all that 

He intends. 

36 
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, 

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
37 

He answered, “The 

one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 
38 

The field is the world, and the 

good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 
39 

and 

the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the 

reapers are angels. 
40 

Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will 

it be at the end of the age. 
41 

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will 

gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 
42 

and throw them 

into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who 

has ears, let him hear. Matthew 13:36-43 
esv 

Jesus explanation is obvious: we don’t want to be bundled up with the weeds. 

But what I find even more interesting is how the narrative starts at verse 36: he left 

the crowds and went into the house…so the first 4 parables that we’ve looked at 

were spoken to the multitudes. The next 3 were reserved for only the 

disciples…those thirsty followers and the Christ were alone when He says, 

44 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 

and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 

field. 

45 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 

46 
who, 

on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

Matthew 13:44-46 
esv
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A great treasure is worth everything that you have, and that great treasure is in 

Jesus Christ and the truth of His salvation. And if you give everything you have 

(time, talent and treasure) it will be worth it to know His truth. 

47 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 

gathered fish of every kind. 
48 

When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down 

and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 
49 

So it will be at the 

end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 
50 

and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. Mathew 13:47-50 
esv

 

Jesus ends His series of parables with a warning. It’s much like the wheat and the 

weeds in that at the end of days the righteous will be kept, but the evil will be cast 

out. 

51 
“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 

52 
And he said 

to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven 

is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is 

old.” Matthew 13:51-52 
esv

 

I love this! If we are continually seeking the knowledge of Jesus Christ and His 

Gospel, we will be continually learning. And the disciples, by their own admission, 

understand Jesus’ parables. Therefore, Jesus tells them, they must go out and share 

the Gospel with others. In other words, they have been skillfully trained journalists 

and must go out to deliver their report. Jesus describes his disciples as being like 

the master of a house who shares his blessing of not only newly gained knowledge, 

but things learned from prior events. Matthew Henry wrote: 

Our place is at Christ's feet, and we must daily learn old lessons over again, 

and new ones also. 

—Matthew Henry Concise 

And then we come to the end of the chapter, but also the end of what had to have 

been a very difficult day for Jesus. Though He was fully God, He was fully man at 

the same time. And I think this last experience in His own hometown grieved Him 

deeply. 

53 
And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, 

54 
and 

coming to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were 



The Story of Muffy Shots 

USF – October 7, 2016 

© 2016 - Ta`Mara Hanscom 

 

 12  

 

astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty 

works? 
55 

Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are 

not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 
56 

And are not all his 

sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 
57 

And they took 

offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in 

his hometown and in his own household.” 
58 

And he did not do many mighty works 

there, because of their unbelief. Matthew 13:53-58 
esv

 

The people whom Jesus sought to heal and bless, did not believe Him. If they’d 

only seen with their eyes, heard with their ears, understood with their hearts, and 

turned – He would have healed them. But even His own family said that He was 

out of His mind. And while the people of His hometown had plenty of questions 

about Jesus, not a single inquiry was asked of Him.  

Isn’t that interesting? 

The disciples asked one very well formed question, and were given volumes of 

information. The people of Jesus’ hometown gossiped about Him amongst 

themselves, along with His family, and they could not experience the miraculous. 

After the resurrection, Jesus family believed. Two of his brothers, Jude and James, 

wrote letters to their congregations. James in particular wrote about gossip: 

3 
If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole 

bodies as well. 
4 
Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by 

strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot 

directs. 
5 
So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 
6 
And the tongue is a fire, a 

world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the 

whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. James 

3:3-6 
esv

 

And James knew well what he was talking about, because he’d done it himself. 

Inquisitiveness is not profitable when it takes place within the confines of a 

vacuum, which is what Jesus’ hometown and his family represent. Certainly they 

had some excellent questions, but they posed not a single one to the Man who 

could have answered them. Instead of inquiring of Jesus, they ignored the facts, 

came to their own conclusions, and then shared their opinions with other people. 
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And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief. But they 

didn’t believe, because they didn’t ask. 


