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 # 5 – A Genuine Influence 

 

Traditional Jewish history records that:  

Esther reigned as the queen of Persia for a period of about 13 years. With King 

Ahasuerus, she had one son, named Darius II (who was murdered by the minister, 

Artabanus.) It is believed that her life extended into the reign of her stepson, Artaxerxes 

(probably the son of Vashti).  

 — http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Esther.aspx 

As well, Esther’s husband Xerxes has been assassinated by rebels. Resultantly, as we transition 

into the remainder of the book of Ezra, we have a new king: King Artaxerxes. About twenty 

years have passed since Esther was initially crowned queen, and it’s been about seven years 

since the death of her husband. She is no longer queen, but it’s highly probably that she has 

transitioned to the position of queen mother. 

Xerxes son, King Artaxerxes, gave himself the name Longimanus, meaning of the long hand. 

Interestingly, some historical scholars report that his right hand was longer than his left hand! 

Read Ezra 4:7-23 

What do the non-Jews think of Jerusalem? Ezra 4:12 

 

 

What is their greatest fear? Ezra 4:13 

 

 

Why do they think it important to notify the king? Ezra 4:14-16 

 

 

What does the king think? Ezra 4:19-22 

 

 

23 
As soon as the text of King Artaxerxes’ letter was read to Rehum, Shimshai the scribe, and 

their colleagues, they immediately went to the Jews in Jerusalem and forcibly stopped them. 

Ezra 4:23 
HCSB

 

http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Esther.aspx
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And right around this time, the prophet, Malachi, may have preached to the returnees in 

Jerusalem. We won’t study the entire book of Malachi, but we will use some references that 

point to the problems that had arisen within the returnees. 

Artaxerxes may have halted work on the walls of Jerusalem (Ezra 4:21), but it was still 

Persian policy to permit and encourage captive peoples to worship in their own ways. 

Following this policy, Artaxerxes allowed another group of exiled Jews to return to 

Jerusalem to establish the worship of Israel’s God. Under the leadership of a priestly 

scribe named Ezra, the group arrived in Jerusalem in the king’s 7
th

 year (Ezra 7:8)…In 

the history of the returned exiles, the figure of Ezra towers above all others. If the return 

from captivity in Babylon was seen as a new Exodus (and it often was), then Ezra was 

seen as the new Moses. 

—The Chronological Study Bible © 2008 by Thomas Nelson 

 

Read Ezra 7 

From what ancestor is Ezra descended? Ezra 7:1-5 

 

What are Ezra’s credentials? Ezra 7:6 

 

Why was God’s hand on Ezra to make this great journey? Ezra 7:10 

 

What has King Artaxerxes decreed now?  

 

What are the king’s gifts (his decree) to be used for? Ezra 7:19 

 

Is Artaxerxes’ tax policy a favorable one? Ezra 7:24 

 

Additionally, what does the king give Ezra permission to do? Ezra 7:25-26; Exodus 18:21-26 

 

Ezra is commissioned here not only to set up a Judean government in Persian territory, but to 

put into a place a method with which God’s laws would be enforced! 

 

Read Ezra 8 

Why was Ezra “ashamed” to ask the king for a protective escort? Ezra 8:22 
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How do the local officials learn of the king’s orders? Ezra 8:36 

 

Once they arrive in Jerusalem, do they instigate proper worship? Ezra 8:35 

 

Read Ezra 9 

Once in Jerusalem, what is brought to Ezra’s attention? Ezra 9:1-2; Malachi 2:14-16 

 

Who have been the worst offenders? Ezra 9:2; Malachi 2:1 

 

What was and has always been the greatest risk for the Jews to take foreign spouses? Exodus 

23:32-33; Exodus 34:12-16; Numbers 25:13; Deuteronomy 7:3-4 

 

 

To learn that a people returning to their homeland in order to purify their race and worship had 

reverted back to what landed them in exile in the first place was a harsh blow for Ezra – and the 

leadership was leading the way! 

Who joined with Ezra in his grief? Ezra 9:4 

 

The prophets had spoken clearly on mixed marriages, so the men were without excuse, 

especially in light of the recent favors God had granted them. “Here we are before You, 

in our guilt…” [Ezra 9:15b 
nkjv

] There was nothing else to say. 

—William McDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary 

 

And not only was it about their mixed marriages, more than that it was about what they were led 

to do within those marriages: idol worship and child sacrifice. 

It was not power that the Remnant needed, it was a knowledge of the Bible. Artaxerxes 

himself recognized this (chapter vii. 25); and this heathen prince was God’s minister 

through whom prosperity reached the exiles—for God could not overlook a throne which 

He had Himself established.  

—George Williams, The Complete Bible Commentary 
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Read Ezra 10 

What is decided should be done about the mixed marriages? Ezra 10:3 

 

And do the people go along with this? Ezra 10:12 

 

Out of all the people, how many opposed the plan? Ezra 10:15 

 

This has been the most difficult passage of Scripture for me to come to terms with. I have studied 

and prayed for quite some time, and cannot honestly admit that I’ve been able to wrap my head 

around it. We will look further into Ezra 10 in Sunday school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


