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 # 4 – A Satanic Interloper: The Story of Haman the Agagite 

Immediately following Zechariah’s visions (Zechariah 1:7 – 6:8) the Jews go back to work on 

the temple of God in Jerusalem. They have been blessed not only with God’s promise of His 

holy Presence, but prophecy as well. But, as was the usual, the people of the land (this time 

Persian local officials) tried to stop the construction!  

Read Ezra 5:2-17 

Instead of stopping the work altogether, the Persian officials sent a letter to Darius? What 

explanation is given for that? Ezra 5:5 

 

As regards the rebuilding of the house of the great God, what do the Persians report? Ezra 5:8b 

 

What reason do the Jews give for why they have to rebuild? Ezra 5:12-13 

 

What do the Persian officials ask of the king? Ezra 5:17 

 

Read 1
st
 Peter 3:8-17 

Did the Jews answer the Persians in such a way? 

 

The viceroy’s [governor’s] letter to King Darius is not only a model of clearness and 

brevity, but is a striking testimony to the faithfulness and humility of Israel’s confession 

of the true God, of her sin against Him, and of His grace in granting her a partial 

restoration. 

—George Williams, The Complete Bible Commentary 

Recall that Cyrus had given the decree to rebuild, and had given a substantial amount of 

materials to the project – and Persian law, once decreed, could not be reversed. The Persians, as 

well as the Jews, knew this. 

Read Ezra 6 

Besides affirming Cyrus’ decree, what does Darius decree? Ezra 6:8-10 

 

And then Darius tacks on one more decree – a warning, and perhaps prophecy. What will happen 

if anyone tries to stop the building of the house of God? Ezra 6:11-12 
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Why was the building finally successful? Ezra 6:14 

 

With encouragement from God’s prophets and provisions from Darius’ treasury, the 

temple was completed four years later, but nineteen or twenty years after the laying of the 

foundation. Artaxerxes actually lived later; he contributed to the maintenance of the 

temple, not to its building. 

—William McDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary 

The Israelites celebrated! I cannot imagine their joy at the completion of such a project. We must 

learn from their example. Their path provides us many lessons as we continue diligently to 

rebuild our own temple. 

The house might be less glorious, and they [the Israelites] themselves but poor subjects of 

a Gentile monarch, but if God was for them, as He was, the resources available to faith 

were as unbounded as ever. This truth cannot be too deeply impressed on our minds, that 

Christ remains the same for His people in a day of difficulty as in a season of prosperity. 

To be in the power of this raises us, as nothing else can, above our circumstances, and 

gived us courage to press on, whatever the perils of the path. 

—Edward Dennett, Exposition of the Book of Ezra: Restoration from Babylon 

And while the Jews are celebrating a mighty victory in Jerusalem, back in the Persian palace of 

King Darius there’s about to be some soul searching. 

Read Daniel 6 

Who was Daniel and how did he acquire his position in Persia? Daniel 1:1-7; 6:1-3 

 

 

If Daniel was taken by Nebuchadnezzar, then he’s been in Babylon for at least 86 years, he’s an 

extremely old man by now. 

Jealousy rears its ugly head in the palace, and since the Persians know they can’t catch Daniel 

doing anything wrong, what do they do? Daniel 6:6-9 

 

 

Knowing that Daniel loved his God, the Persians sought to write an intentional law that would 

make Daniel disobey. 

Did Daniel disobey the new law of the land? Daniel 6:11 

 

What does the king say about the law? Daniel 6:12 
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When the king finds out that it was Daniel who had disobeyed, what does he do? Daniel 6:14 

 

15 
Then those men went as a group to the king. They said, “Remember, O king, the law of the 

Medes and Persians says that no law or command given by the king can be changed.” Daniel 

6:15 
ncv

 

Before Daniel is thrown to the lions, what did the king say to him? Daniel 6:16 

 

How does the king react to what’s happened to Daniel? Daniel 6:18-19 

 

What’s the first thing the king does in the morning? Daniel 6:20 

 

Why does Daniel declare that he was saved? Daniel 6:22 

 

Why was Daniel saved from the lions? Daniel 6:23 

 

What happened to the jealous Persians who tried to do away with Daniel? Daniel 6:24 

 

How does Darius respond to this event? Daniel 6:25-28 
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The Book of Esther 

As we begin the book of Esther, you will see a brand new king of Persia. Again, there has been a 

slight change in government. Darius has passed away and the throne has been succeeded by his 

son, Ahasuerus (Xerxes I). 

6 
And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation against 

the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. Ezra 4:4-6 
esv

 

Believe it or not, in the middle of having to encourage the Exiles back to work, and then the 

Persian governor’s investigation, an old enemy of Israel raises his ugly head and attempts to 

wipe the struggling people of God out for good.  

The book of Esther tells a fascinating story on many levels. Traditionally I always believed that 

the Name of God was not mentioned anywhere in this book, but J. Sidlow Baxter Explore the 

Book : Volume 2 : Judges – Esther points out that the name Jehovah is hidden four times as an 

acrostic. The best format that I could find in order to explain this is attached to this worksheet as 

Appendix 60 from The Companion Bible. 

Also, something important to note: 

Esther is not quoted in the NT, and so far no fragment has been found in the Dead Sea 

Scrolls. For these and other reasons (even a few Jews) have questioned the canonicity of 

Esther. However, the book has wonderful lessons on the faithfulness of God even when 

His people are disobedient. 

—William McDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary 

For myself, I believe wholeheartedly that the book of Esther is exactly where it belongs. Read 

through it carefully. There won’t be any questions about this book, but I’ll have a lesson 

prepared that focuses on Esther, Mordecai, and that fiendish Haman. 


