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 # 3 – Back To Work Part II – Zechariah’s Night Visions 

*Please note: As with all prophetic Scriptures, there are often several layers – and resultantly 

several distinct messages. Therefore, if you perceive a different layer than what’s in this lesson, 

do not hesitate to pray over it and ask the LORD for direction. 

Also, I will be using a lot of the NIV © 1984 translation for this lesson. 

After the prophet Zechariah was visited by the Angel of the Lord, he experienced eight more 

visions in that one night. 

The first one we studied last week and that pertained to the judgment of the Gentile nations and 

that there will be a Divine Counterforce to deal with the nations that abused Israel. 

This next vision (Zechariah 2) gives us a glimpse into what it will be like once Jerusalem is 

restored and that God Himself will keep them safe while they rebuild and reproduce beyond 

measure. 

Read Zechariah 2 

Describe Jerusalem in verses 3-5. 

 

 

What will be the limit? 

 

…Jerusalem shall be extended as freely as if it had no walls at all, yet shall be as safe as 

if it had the strongest walls. In the church of God there yet is room for other multitudes, 

more than man can number. None shall be refused who trust in Christ; and He never 

shuts out from heaven one true member of the church on earth. God will be a Wall of fire 

round them, which can neither be broken through nor undermined, nor can it be assailed 

without danger to those who attack. 

—Matthew Henry Concise 

Will there be animals in the new Jerusalem? 

 

How will Jerusalem be protected? 

 

What will give Jerusalem its glory? Zechariah 2:5, 10; See also Exodus 13:21 

 

Who is the LORD calling to come out of the land of the north (Babylon) and why? Zechariah 

2:6-9 
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The command for the exiles who haven’t yet departed Babylon is to get to it! (verse 6) 

This is so symbolic of that old expression: stuck in a rut. God reminds them that the chains of 

captivity have been loosed, therefore, they need to leave…and pronto! God is bringing judgment, 

and He doesn’t want any of the apple of His eye to be around when it happens. And consider this 

as well: oftentimes we can be held “captive/enslaved” by our sin. Jesus Christ made a way for us 

to be set free from that slavery to sin. Romans 6 

 

Whose hand is raised against the nations that have plundered the apple of His eye? Zechariah 

2:9, 11 

 

Regarding verses 9 and 11, this is something to ponder here. In the one sense, He is the Sender, 

and in the other He becomes the Sent, which lays the foundation of the Deity of Christ the 

coming Messiah. 

Compare Zechariah 2:13 and Revelation 22:12 

Here is a prediction of the coming of Christ in human nature. Many nations in that day 

would renounce idolatry, and God will own those for his people who join him with 

purpose of heart. Glorious times are foretold as a prophecy of our Lord's coming and 

kingdom. God is about to do something unexpected, and very surprising, and to plead his 

people's cause, which had long seemed neglected. Silently submit to his holy will, and 

patiently wait the event; assured that God will complete all his work. He will ere long 

come to judgment, to complete the salvation of his people, and to punish the inhabitants 

of the earth for their sins. 

—Matthew Henry Concise 

The next vision (Zechariah 3) illustrates how God will remove Israel’s sin, and we get a 

futuristic glimpse of our salvation. 

Read Zechariah 3 

What does Satan have to say to the Angel of the LORD in this chapter? 

 

What was the LORD’s rebuke? 

 

Joshua was cleansed, clothed and crowned. What work did Joshua perform for that reward? 

 

Who cleansed, clothed and crowned Joshua? 



Page | 7 

Rebuilding the Temple – Unit 7 – Return of the Exiles 

#3 – Back To Work Part II – Zechariah’s Night Visions – Prep for October 16, 2016  (At Home Study) 
© 2016 Ta`Mara Hanscom  

 

What was inscribed on Joshua’s turban? Exodus 28:36; 39:30 

 

The absence of David’s throne, and the inferiority of the Temple foundation, discouraged 

the returned Exiles, but the prophet encouraged them with the prediction that the Branch 

of David should spring forth, and that He, as the Rock of Ages and Stone of Israel would 

be the glorious foundation stone of the true Temple of Jehovah. 

—George Williams, The Complete Bible Commentary 

Zechariah’s next vision illustrates the how of God’s plans – His power, purity, glory and might 

through the work of His Spirit. 

Read Zechariah 4 

The lamp-stand here pictures the Hebrew Church, and the two “sons of oil” are 

Zerubbabel and Joshua. They represent Christ in His relation to that Church as King and 

Priest. 

The vision reaches on to Revelation xi, for two other representative “sons of oil” appear, 

but with this difference, that they themselves are lamp-stands as well as olive trees.  

—George Williams, The Complete Bible Commentary 

Keep in mind that the work on the Temple has stopped, and the Exiles are extremely 

discouraged. But what message does God have for Zerubbabel in verse 6? 

 

A man energized by the Spirit of God can do what? Zechariah 4:7 

 

Though the foundation seems small (verse 10) our Scripture promises that the people will rejoice 

when they see the “plumb-line” in Zerubbabel’s hand. The New Century Version reads like this: 
10 

“The people should not think that small beginnings are unimportant. They will be happy when 

they see Zerubbabel with tools, building the Temple. 

What will keep Zechariah safe as he continues to build? Zechariah 4:10b; Proverbs 15:3 

 

All that have the plummet [plumb-line] in their hands, must look up to the eyes of the 

Lord, have constant regard to Divine Providence, act in dependence on its guidance and 

submission to its disposals. Let us fix our faith on Christ, and view Him carrying on his 

work according to his own glorious plan, and daily bringing his spiritual building nearer 

to completion. 

—Matthew Henry Concise 
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The next vision is a promise: God will remove all law breakers from the land. 

Read Zechariah 5:1-4 

Whom will the scroll destroy? Zechariah 5:4 

 

What does the scroll represent? Exodus 20:15, 16 

 

Although theft and perjury may have been the most common form of law-breaking at the 

time, they are probably intended as representative sins. The people of Judah had been 

guilty of infractions against the whole law. 

—NIV Study Bible © 1984 by Zondervon 

The next vision is also a promise: God will remove all wickedness, false religion and temptation, 

casting it back from where it came. 

Read Zechariah 5:5-11 

What is in the basket? Zechariah 5:8 

 

What is representative of the wings like those of a stork? Zechariah 5:9; Leviticus 11:13-19 

 

Where are they taking the basket and why? Zechariah 5:11 

 

 

I will have additional notes on the above chapters. Please thoroughly read Zechariah 6, 7 and 

8, as we will go over those chapters in class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


