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I love the Old Testament! Its rich history reveals to us the power and majesty of our living God, 

and His work within us! 

16 
that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power 

through his Spirit in your inner being, 
17 

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—

that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 

may have strength to comprehend with all the 

saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
19 

and to know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

20 
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to 

the power at work within us, Ephesians 3:16-20 
esv

 

Honestly, I don’t think any of us can have an appreciation for the life of Christ within us unless 

we know about His historical power in the Old Testament. 

Last spring we left off our studies with the people of Judah being taken into exile in Babylon – 

some of this will be review, especially if you read the prophetic Scriptures over the summer 

months. But also, we’ll fill in the big Biblical blank between the time the Israelites were taken 

into captivity and when Cyrus decreed to set them free. 

The exile of the Israelites is easy to see from our side of their history. We have the Scriptures to 

look back on and study, and can watch each step they made in the wrong direction. Though 

they’d been warned against making friends with the world around them, the Israelites couldn’t 

seem to help themselves. From Genesis forward it looks as if they always wanted to keep just 

one little toe in a friendship with the world. 

James warns us: What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that 

your passions are at war within you? 
2 
You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and 

cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 
3 
You ask and 

do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 
4 
You adulterous people! 

Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to 

be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. James 4:1-4 
esv

 

God considers our worship of anything other than Him adultery – you adulterous people!  

For the Israelites, their adultery in their relationship with God involved casting aside His perfect 

Law and participating in fertility rites and child sacrifice lifted up in the names of many of the 

gods in their surrounding nations and communities. Furthermore, they’d brought these 

abominations into God’s house. 

God, through prophets and His own Angel, warned them over and over again that they would be 

punished for their adultery, but they wouldn’t listen.  

Jeremiah preached: 

30 
“For the sons of Judah have done evil in my sight, declares the Lord. They have set their 

detestable things in the house that is called by my name, to defile it. 
31 

And they have built the 

high places of Topheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their 

daughters in the fire, which I did not command, nor did it come into my mind. 
32 

Therefore, 
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behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when it will no more be called Topheth, or the 

Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter; for they will bury in Topheth, because 

there is no room elsewhere. 
33 

And the dead bodies of this people will be food for the birds of the 

air, and for the beasts of the earth, and none will frighten them away. Jeremiah 7:30-33 
esv

 

I don’t know about you, but that sounds to me like the potential for a valley of dry bones! Which 

is where we are going to pause for just a little bit. Please turn with me to Ezekiel 37. 

A young priest, Ezekiel, exiled in Babylon, was given a vision of dry bones: 

1 
The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me 

down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 
2
 And he led me around among them, and 

behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 

Ezekiel 37:1-2 
esv

 

The dry bones that Ezekiel envisioned were not only those who’d perished in judgment, but they 

represented the dry spiritual state of the exiles. They’d turned from a gracious, loving God, 

smack dab into a violent religion. They were so spiritually dry they were nothing but a garbage 

pile of bones.  

The king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, had been given power from God to remove the Israelites 

from the Promised Land – and the survivors were taken to his country, where they served that 

nation for 70 years. And while they were there, God told the Israelites to pray for the peace of 

the city of their exile, plant gardens, build houses, get married, have more sons and 

daughters…and get them married off as well. 

12 
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 

13 
You will seek me 

and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 
14 

I will be found by you, declares the Lord, 

and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I 

have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you 

into exile. Jeremiah 29:12-14 
esv

 

As they were exiled, the Israelites’ mouths were closed for their God. But God knows that after a 

time in exile their voices would call out to Him, and Him alone, and He’s going to hear them and 

bring them back to the Promised Land… 

Which brings us back to Ezekiel’s vision: 

3
And he said to me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" And I answered, "O Lord God, you 

know." 
4
Then he said to me, "Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the 

word of the Lord. 
5
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 
6
And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 

and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am 

the Lord." Ezekiel 37:3-6 
esv

 

O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord… 

These dried up, religion-loving exiles need to hear the word of the Lord so that they can be 

restored to their relationship with I AM – their Creator, and their God. 
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7
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 

Sound = voice;  

rattling (some translations say shaking) = earthquake. 

So there are these skeletons sort of rattling around…just some empty bones. But there’s been a 

voice and an earthquake…And there are a couple of ways this can be interpreted.  

Literally, it’s God’s voice calling the Israelites out of their spiritual graves. But I love what 

George Williams wrote about this verse: 

The commanding voice of Cyrus caused a political earthquake and raised the exiles out of 

their captivity grave…  

—George Williams, The Complete Bible Commentary 

2
nd

 Chronicles and Ezra 1 both report that the heart of Cyrus was stirred up or moved by the Lord 

to show immense favor for the captive Jews. One cannot imagine the political unrest when this 

mass exodus of a captive people is ordered by the king. 

 
8
And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 

had covered them. But there was no breath in them.  

So these rattling around skeletons are clothed in some beauty. The human body in all of its 

complexities is a beautiful thing – But there was no breath… 

The Hebrew for breath can also be translated spirit. These beautiful bodies had no spirit in them. 

You know, we can look really good on the outside, but on the inside we are still dead. 

The Pharisees were beautiful – on the outside – and Jesus scolded them for it:  
26 

You blind 

Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. 
27 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which 

outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. 
28 

So 

you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and 

lawlessness. Matthew 23:26-28 
esv

 

You haven’t taken My ways to heart. You’re just faking your way through it, hoping to impress 

others with your appearance! But I know what’s missing within you – it’s My Spirit. 

There’s a lot of knowledge packed into this Book, and I love every word. But for as much as I 

pack into my head, if I don’t take any of it to heart, and if I don’t bow before the One who wrote 

the words, then I’m just impressing those on the outside – those who listen to my knowledge, 

those who are impressed with my studies. And that’s not the audience I should be worried about. 

Thankfully God has already implemented a plan to fix that! And the vision of Ezekiel is a double 

prophecy, richly illustrating not only what’s getting ready to happen to the exiles (who are so 

filled with phony religion), but also a future plan for us. 



P a g e  | 4 

Intro – Exiled in the World They Loved 

Rebuilding the Temple Series – Unit 7 – Return of the Exiles © 2016 Ta`Mara Hanscom 

 

 

September 18, 2016 

 

9
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus 

says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they 

may live." 
10

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived 

and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

11
Then he said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 

'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off. ' 
12

Therefore prophesy, and 

say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your 

graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 
13

And you shall know that I am 

the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 
14

And I will 

put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you 

shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord." Ezekiel 37:7-

14 
esv

 

Jesus promised: 
25 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead 

will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 

We can be dead at times – just like those dry bones – but then our Savior speaks into His creation 

and we hear His voice. Now, whether or not we answer is up to us… 
28

…an hour is coming when 

all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 
29 

and come out, those who have done good to the 

resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. John 5:25-29 
esv

 

O dry bones, you’d better hear the word of the Lord! 

Last year we left off in the final stages of Judah’s judgment and captivity all due to their not 

hearing the word of the Lord. And though the Bible isn’t specific on those 70 years, I looked at 

several ancient historians and pieced together what happened to the Israelites (and the 

Babylonians) before Cyrus came along and set the captives free – speaking to them the word of 

the LORD! 

The king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, took whoever had survived the lengthy siege back to 

Babylon, where they were to serve that kingdom. And while Nebuchadnezzar ruled (about 43 

years), Babylon prospered – but as soon as he was gone there was quite a bit of civil unrest and 

Babylon started to change governments left and right.  

After Nebuchadnezzar died, his son, Evil-merodach, ascended the throne, and the Babylonian 

government went into a complete upheavel. 

According to historians, Evil-merodach released King Jehoiachin (the Judean king who’d lived 

in exile for 37 years – which we do have in our Biblical history) within moments of the 

beginning of his reign. And apparently it upset the oligarchy so much that after only a couple of 

years, Evil-merodoch was assassinated in a coup possibly instigated by his sister’s husband – 

who’d been a high ranking official in Nebuchadnezzar’s army. His name was Neriglissar. 

Neriglissar appears to have been a peaceful ruler as there’s no evidence of war or anything like 

that during his reign. He was reported to have died a natural death only 4 years later, and his son, 

Labashi-Marduk, ascended the throne. He was quite young – historians refer to him as a child 
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king – and his rule lasted only 9 months. Neriglissar, his father had not been of royal blood, and 

so it appears from different historical writings that the priestly party of the time decided to end 

that dynasty and they appointed a sort of statesman of the time. His name was Nabonidus. 

Nabonidus actually married Nerglissar’s widow (which was Nebuchadnezzar’s daughter), and 

they had a son named Belshazzar – whom we become familiar with in the book of Daniel. 

According to my Chronological Study Bible, Nebonidus actually left Babylon in the hands of his 

fairly incompetent son (Belshazzar) in order to live in an oasis in the Arabian dessert so that he 

could worship the moon god, Sin. 

So the Persians decide to take advantage of this. And one night while Belshazzar is partying it up 

with his harem and one thousand of his closest friends, drinking wine from the holy vessels of 

God Almighty, he was slain and the kingdom of Babylon was given into the hand of Darius the 

Mede. 

Darius is either a throne name for King Cyrus, or it’s the name of the governor that Cyrus put in 

charge of Babylon. At any rate, when we hear about Darius we can interchange his name with 

Cyrus. 

The prophet Isaiah had foretold the Babylonian decline 200 years before it happened, and then he 

named the king who would deliver Israel out of exile. 

28
…Cyrus, 'He is my shepherd, 

and he shall fulfill all my purpose'; 

saying of Jerusalem, 'She shall be built,' 

 and of the temple, 'Your foundation shall be laid. '" 

1 
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

 whose right hand I have grasped, 

to subdue nations before him 

and to loose the belts of kings, 

to open doors before him 

that gates may not be closed: 

2 
"I will go before you 

and level the exalted places, 

 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

and cut through the bars of iron, 

3
 I will give you the treasures of darkness 
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and the hoards in secret places, 

that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 

the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

4
 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

and Israel my chosen, 

 I call you by your name, 

 I name you, though you do not know me. 

5
 I am the Lord, and there is no other, 

besides me there is no God; 

 I equip you, though you do not know me…Isaiah 44:28 – Isaiah 45:5 
esv 

God had formed Cyrus, and even though Cyrus didn’t know who God was, God called him by 

his name. Page back with me to Ephesians 3:14 
14 

For this reason I bow my knees before the 

Father, 
15 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named… 

Cyrus, according to Josephus, had heard of this prophecy of Isaiah. It was supposed to the early 

historians of Biblical history, that this was why Cyrus sought to restore the exiles to their 

homeland, and rebuild their temple and city. And that may be so, however, our sacred record 

says that: the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia 2
nd

 Chronicles 36:22b
esv

 

1
The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he will. 

Proverbs 21:1 
esv

 

God’s hand was on Cyrus’ heart, so whether or not he knew about Isaiah’s prophecy, Cyrus was 

still God’s servant. 

At this point in history, the Jews have been through many government changes and wars, 

however, now with Cyrus at the helm of Persian leadership, if they so choose, the Jews are free 

to go home.  

The freedom granted to the Jewish exiles is so cognate to our salvation in that while we are set 

free from sin and indwelled with the Holy Spirit, our physical bodies remain exiles from heaven 

here on earth. 

And as we go through the Biblical history of the rebuilding of their worship and their temple, 

we’re going to be able to relate and sympathize with their struggles. Which is another reason I 

love Old Testament history! We’re living the same things right here in present day. 

Because, let’s face it, we are just a beautiful bag of bones, clanging around without lives until 

God puts his breath into us. 

Paul said about the Old Testament ancients who turned from God to idolatry that 
6 

…these things 

took place as examples for us, that we might not *desire evil as they did. 1
st
 Corinthians 10:6 

esv
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*friendship with the world 

We can look upon each and every struggle that Israel experienced and learn from their sin and 

destruction. And if we pay attention to this sacred history, gifted to us by a holy God who loves 

us, I can guarantee we’ll avoid a lot of the heartache that we see the rest of the world 

experiencing. Not only that, but we’ll expose the glory of our Creator, casting a brilliant light in 

the darkness, and snatching many from the fire. (Matthew 5:14-16; Jude 17-24) 


