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 # 2 – Back to Work – Part I: Encouragement 

24 
Then the work on the house of God that is in Jerusalem stopped, and it ceased until the second 

year of the reign of Darius king of Persia. Ezra 4:24 
esv

 

About 16 years have passed since the rebuilding of the temple had come to a stop. Within that 

same time period, Persia gets yet another new king. This one is Darius, also known as Darius the 

Great. 

When Cyrus died, he was succeeded by his son Cambyses. Cambyses may have had a brother 

named Smerdis, but ancient rumor is that Cambyses murdered him, thereby acquiring the throne 

for himself without push-back from his brother. 

But Cambyses was a little unsteady of mind – though a talented general – and he managed to 

conquer Egypt. However, on his way back from that victory, a message came to him that he had 

been dethroned by someone claiming to be his brother. And for whatever reason, this news made 

Cambyses commit suicide! So one of his officers took his place. This was Darius. Once Darius 

returned to Persia, he put a stop to what amounted to be a rebellion and assumed the throne. 

So, we are now in the second year of the reign of this Darius, the king of Persia. 

 

Then the prophet Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophets, prophesied to the Jews who 

were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel, who was over them. Ezra 5:1 
nkjv

 

 

Read Haggai 1:1-11 

To whom does Haggai take God’s message, and what are their respective offices of leadership? 

Haggai 1:1 

 

 

What project were the people resisting finishing? Haggai 1:2 

 

What had become a priority? Haggai 1:4, 9 

 

The world did not oppose the building of the ceiled [paneled] houses, but it did oppose 

the building of God’s House. It is so today. The world applauds a philanthropic or social 

building, but opposes soul-winning, and the adding of living stones to the spiritual temple 

of God. 

—George Williams, The Complete Bible Commentary 
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What are the results of the people’s disobedience? Haggai 1:5-6, 9, 10-11 

 

What does God tell them to do? Haggai 1:7-8 

 

Read Haggai 1:12-15 

How long did it take them to obey? Haggai 1:1, 15 

 

Were the people willing? Haggai 1:12 

 

What did God promise as they went forth with their obedience? Haggai 1:13 

 

The obedient heart of verse 12 always is rewarded with the “I am with you” of verse 13.  

—George Williams, The Complete Bible Commentary 

Read Haggai 2:1-9 

About a month into the building, what are the Jews concerned about? Haggai 2:3, 8 

 

How does the LORD encourage them to be strong? Haggai 2:4, 5 

 

What does God promise? Haggai 2:7, 9 

 

God encouraged the leaders with the assurance that the glory of the temple of the future 

(millennial) would be greater than any of its predecessors. The Desire of all Nations [niv 

1984] is often taken to refer to the Messiah and His return to the temple. However, the 

context suggests that it might mean: the treasures of the nations (nkjv, esv). Their silver 

and gold would flow into Jerusalem to beautify the temple. 

—William McDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary 

Read Zechariah 1:1-6 

So, basically, let’s all remember how we got here: evil ways and evil deeds, negligence and 

disobedience. Our forefathers and prophets have long passed. But God’s word never dies. It is as 

solid today, as it was on the first day He spoke it – and it can save us. 

And then Zechariah falls quiet for a few months. In the meantime, Haggai finishes his message. 
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Read Haggai 2:10-23 

Why were the people’s offerings unholy? Haggai 2:12-14; see also Leviticus 10:1-11, paying 

special attention to Leviticus 10:10, 11. 

 

Though there has been a lot of discipline, how will things change? Haggai 2:19 

 

What is God about to do on earth? Haggai 2:21-22 

 

What will Zerubbabel be like? Haggai 2:23 

 

*Note – the term signet ring refers to royal, absolute authority, of which Zerubbabel was a type, 

or a prefiguring of Jesus Christ. 

Zerubbabel’s importance in relation to Christ is further revealed in the two NT 

genealogies, or family histories, of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:12-13; Luke 3:27). 

Zerubbabel is the center that ties both branches of Jesus Christ’s “family tree” together: 

from Solomon (son of King David) to Zerubbabel to Joseph (Jesus’ earthly father), and 

from Nathan (son of King David) to Zerubbabel to Mary (Jesus’ mother). 

—Fire Bible © 2014 by Hendrickson Publishers Marketing, LLC 

Read Zechariah 1:7-17 

What is the LORD so angry about? Zechariah 1:15 

 

What will be the result of the LORD’s return to Jerusalem? Zechariah 1:16-17 

 

Read Zechariah 1:18-20  

This is illustrative of judgment on four Gentile world empires. We’ll discuss these verses in 

class. 

 


