
Page | 3 

Rebuilding the Temple – Unit 7 – Return of the Exiles 

#1 – A New Thing – Prep for September 25, 2016  (At Home Study) 
© 2016 Ta`Mara Hanscom  

 

 # 1 – A New Thing 

Read Ezra 1 

The Lord moved/stirred up the heart of whom? Why? Ezra 1:1 – See also Jeremiah 25:11-12; 

Isaiah 44:28-45:13 

 

 

What does Cyrus decree/proclaim? Ezra 1:2-4 

 

 

William McDonald notes: 

The decree ended seventy years of captivity for the Jews. The seventy-year period can be 

calculated in two ways: from 605 B.C., when Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem and 

led off the first deportation, to 535 B.C., when the foundation of the temple was laid; or 

from the fall of Jerusalem, in 596 B.C., to the completion of the temple, in 516 B.C. 

—William McDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary 

 

Cyrus also turned over the articles of the temple to Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah.  

It’s difficult to identify Sheshbazzar. Some scholars believe him to be Zerubbabel, and that he 

had two names. He was the crown prince of Judah but could not reclaim the throne because of 

the judgment leveled on Jehoiachin and his lineage. Other scholars hold that Sheshbazzar is in 

fact Shenazzar (1
st
 Chronicles 3:18), definitely the son of Jehoiachin, the uncle of Zerubbabel, 

and that Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel were two different people. 

At any rate, Judah has the articles of the temple of God back in their possession. George 

Williams notes: 

The basins, the dishes, the knives, and the other vessels possess no interest for the natural 

heart. But how often must the Lord, as man, have read and re-read these words! They 

were all precious to the heart that loves Him. There were only twenty-nine knives*, and a 

knife is very small in comparison with a charger, but each knife was precious and 

counted. 

—George Williams, The Complete Bible Commentary 

*knives – kjv, nkjv; silver pans – niv 1984, msg; censors – esv; pans – ncv 
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Read Ezra 2 

As the captives return, they go each to their own ______________________________. Ezra 2:1 

The extensive list of locations, venues and family lines listed in Ezra 2 seems to point at the 

captives having a significant knowledge about their personal lineage and background. The only 

family that could not produce their credentials is found in Ezra 2:61-62: the descendants 

of…Barzillai. 

Verses 61,62. the children of Barzillai -- He preferred that name to that of his own 

family, deeming it a greater distinction to be connected with so noble a family, than to be 

of the house of Levi. But by this worldly ambition he forfeited the dignity and advantages 

of the priesthood. 

—Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary 

Are Cyrus’ gifts added to once the exiles reach Jerusalem? Ezra 2:68-69 

 

Read Ezra 3:1-6 

How did the people assemble? Ezra 3:1 

 

What do they begin to build first? Ezra 3:2 

 

Where did they build the new altar? Ezra 3:3 

 

*on its foundation – niv 1984, msg; in its place – esv; where it had been before – ncv 

Once the altar was restored, how did the people proceed? Ezra 3:3-6; Leviticus 23:33-43 

 

 

Deeming it their duty to perform the public rites of religion, they did not wait till the 

temple should be rebuilt and dedicated; but, at the outset, they resumed the daily service 

prescribed by the law (Ex 29:38, 39 Lev. 6:9, 11), as well as observed the annual seasons 

of solemn observance. 

—Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary 

I love it that they didn’t wait for their “church” to be rebuilt to worship the Lord! We can and 

should worship whenever/wherever the Spirit leads us. 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+2%3A61
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+2%3A62
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+29%3A38-39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+6%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+6%3A11
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Read Ezra 3:7-13 

What did the people set out to accomplish? 

 

When the foundation was laid, the older congregants wept. Why? Ezra 3:12; see also Psalm 106 

 

 

Read Ezra 4:1-5, 24 – be sure to skip verses 6-23 as they are out of chronological order. 

 

Who are the adversaries/enemies of Judah and Benjamin? Ezra 4:1; 2
nd

 Kings 17:24-33 

 

When the Jewish leadership refuses the help of the adversaries/enemies, how do they respond? 

 

As a result, what happens to the Temple project? Ezra 4:24 

 

 

Now why did we skip over vs. 6-23? This portion of Ezra is just a little bit out of order. The last 

phrase in verse 5 looks ahead to verse 24, after the parenthetic paragraphs of 4:6-23—and 

scholars a whole lot smarter than me, have figured out that these verses actually cover a time 

frame of about 80 years. It is merely inserted there so that we will have an idea of what the 

Israelites went through, over an extended period of time, and why the work on the Temple came 

to a “standstill.” 

 

 

 

 


