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# 11 – The Sons of Josiah Part I – Shallum & Eliakim 

Read 2
nd

 Kings 23:28-32; 2
nd

 Chronicles 36:1-2; 1
st
 Chronicles 3:15* 

*Shallum is also the name of Jehoahaz 

Who did Judah make king? And in what order is his birth? 

 

Choosing the youngest over the eldest to be king after the unexpected death of the monarch was 

not done in Judah – unless there were other hidden reasons. 

Once on the throne, does Jehoahaz continue his father’s revival? 

 

How long does his wicked rule last? 

 

Read 2
nd

 Kings 23:33-37 and 2
nd

 Chronicles 36:3-5 

Whom does Neco want in charge of Judah? 

Apparently, the eldest son of Josiah (Johanan) did not survive into adulthood, as he is never 

again mentioned in the Scriptures. So in taking Eliakim/Jehoiakim and placing him on the 

throne, Neco has returned the throne to the rightful heir. 

What happens to Jehoahaz? 

 

What did Neco expect from Judah? 2
nd

 Kings 23:33; 2
nd

 Chronicles 36:3 

 

Did Jehoiakim pay the tribute from the national treasury? 2
nd

 Kings 23:35 

 

Seeing as how Jehoiakim heavily taxed the citizens of Judah in order to pay Neco’s tribute (tax), 

it’s a safe guess that he was an ally with Egypt – though his father Josiah had made an alliance 

with Babylon; therefore, one of the reasons for the people of Judah choosing Jehoahaz to sit on 

the throne. 

During Jehoiakim’s reign, two prophets spoke to the oppressive leadership there in Jerusalem: 

one was Habakkuk, and the other was Jeremiah.  

Habakkuk’s message was short and sweet; you can read the small book if you like, but we won’t 

go over it class. Essentially, for our study, it is important to note that Habakkuk calls the 

Babylonians Chaldeans (see Habakkuk 1:6): 

By the 7
th

 century B.C., the Chaldean tribes were able to control Babylonia, and its capital 

city, Babylon. At that point, the terms “Babylonian” and “Chaldean” appear to be 
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synonymous. Thus, Scripture uses these terms interchangeably: Nebuchadnezzar…was 

himself a Chaldean (see Ezra 5:12). 

—The Chronological Study Bible © 2008 by Thomas Nelson 

Jeremiah gives us many chronological notes with which to date what happened in Judah during 

the reigns of Josiah and his sons. Unfortunately, the book of Jeremiah is not in chronological 

order! This has been the most difficult portion of our Scriptures for me to decipher to date. 

Without the use of many commentaries and timelines, I cannot say for certain whether or not I 

would have figured it out. Even now, as I come before you via this worksheet, I cannot guarantee 

that I’ve done it correctly. However, there is a fabulous message within this mystery for us, and I 

have been blessed beyond measure trying to unlock it. 

Read Jeremiah 26:1-6 

Where is Jeremiah to stand as he gives God’s message? Jeremiah 26:2 

 

Who for is this message intended? 

 

Will God consider relenting from His planned calamities? Jeremiah 26:3 

 

What will the people have to do in order to make that happen? 

 

Read Jeremiah 7:1-8:3 (This was probably Jeremiah’s sermon at the Temple.) 

How do the people of Judah believe they are forgiven? Jeremiah 7:8-11 

 

But what does God say about forgiveness? Jeremiah 7:5-7 

 

They thought they could get away with their sins as long as they came to the temple and 

said “We are delivered.” Our Lord Himself, whose views of outward religion were like 

Jeremiah’s, used the prophet’s words in verse 11 about the temple being “a den of 

thieves,” when He cleansed His Father’s house (Matthew 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 

19:46). Because Judah had polluted and desecrated the temple, it would be destroyed just 

as the sanctuary in Shiloh* had been.  

—William McDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary 

*FYI – the destruction at Shiloh probably happened in 1
st
 Samuel 4. 

What is Jeremiah not to do for this people? Jeremiah 7:16 
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Why not? 

 

What is Judah doing that has God so filled with wrath? Jeremiah 7:31 

 

Judah hadn’t devised a way to murder their unborn at this time, so they burned them to death at 

Tophet. It was part of the worship of Baal and Ashtoreth. The false religion bound its 

worshippers in sexual addiction, convincing them that they had to produce children and sacrifice 

them to appease Baal and Ashtoreth. Children’s bones have been found in several presumed 

ancient cultic locations in Northern Israel. 

If God was so filled with holy wrath against His own peculiar treasure, His own chosen people, I 

cannot imagine the wrath He has for the United States of America in year 2016. 

Read Jeremiah 26:7-24 

Who wants Jeremiah executed? Jeremiah 26:11 

 

What do the princes think about that? Jeremiah 26:16 

 

Has the king killed a prophet for his words? Jeremiah 26:20-23 

 

Jeremiah 26:20-23 establishes a friendly relationship between Neco and Jehoiakim. Neco would 

have never allowed Jehoiakim’s men into Egypt had they not been allies – which finally answers 

the mystery of why he was passed over for the throne when Josiah died. Josiah had an alliance 

with Babylon, and was not willing to break it. Jehoiakim (probably covertly) desired an alliance 

with Egypt, and the people of Judah didn’t support that. 

But Babylon wasn’t a friend of Judah, especially not after their alliance with Egypt. 

Read Jeremiah 46:1-12 

What happened to Neco in verse 2? 

 

Who served in his army? Jeremiah 46:9 

 

What does God call them in verse 11? 

 

Oftentimes I notice the prophets use the word medicine when referring to treaties or alliances 

with foreign nations. In this case, the word medicine was used to refer to the mercenaries Neco 
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had hired to fight with his armies. However, God warns them that what they have done, has been 

done in vain. It’s a warning for Judah as well. Egypt’s failure to overcome Nebuchadnezzar will 

surely bring Babylon close. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction and captivity of Judah occurred in three phases: 

Phase 1: In 605 B.C., King Jehoiakim was conquered. The temple treasures were taken away, 

along with royal officials (i.e., Daniel and his three Hebrew friends)… 

—Fire Bible © 2014 by Hendrickson Publishers Marketing, LLC 

But, as you will read, Jehoiakim remained on the royal throne, as a vassal state for Babylon. 

For Sunday school, read these passages in the order below and we’ll put it in context so that you 

can see how the exile began. 

Jeremiah 36:1-10 – Jeremiah’s calling to write on a scroll. 

Jeremiah 25:1-14 – what was written on the scroll. 

Jeremiah 36:11-32 – the king’s reaction to the scroll. 

2
nd

 Kings 24:1-7 

2
nd

 Chronicles 36:6-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 


