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Of all the kings of Judah, only Josiah had 3 sons who sat on the throne at Jerusalem. 

After all of Josiah’s victory and revival there in Jerusalem, he neglects to ask the Lord how he 

should proceed in one matter of war – when Pharaoh Neco goes up to help the Assyrians at 

Carchemish.  

The Babylonian Kingdom is all over the Assyrians. Babylon had nearly completed their 

dominance over the region, but the Assyrians and the Egyptians wanted out from under 

Babylonian rule. 

Josiah’s great grandfather, Hezekiah, had made a treaty with the Babylonians so he rides out to 

fight Neco, defending his Babylonian ally, but he only makes it as far as Megiddo. 

21 
But he [meaning Neco] sent envoys to him, saying, “What have we to do with each other, king 

of Judah? I am not coming against you this day, but against the house with which I am at war. 

And God has commanded me to hurry. Cease opposing God, who is with me, lest he destroy 

you.” 
22 

Nevertheless, Josiah did not turn away from him, but disguised himself in order to fight 

with him. He did not listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to fight in the 

plain of Megiddo. 
23 

And the archers shot King Josiah. And the king said to his servants, “Take 

me away, for I am badly wounded.” 
24 

So his servants took him out of the chariot and carried 

him in his second chariot and brought him to Jerusalem. And he died…2
nd

 Chronicles 35:21-

24a 
esv

 

Ahab did the very same thing (1
st
 Kings 22). Right before Ahab, king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat, 

king of Judah, are about to go to war against Syria for the land at Ramoth-gilead, the prophet 

Micaiah prophesies that it’s in this battle Ahab will fall. So, hoping to avoid injury and/or death, 

Ahab disguises himself – and he loses his life. 

With king Josiah gone, Jerusalem goes from revival to a full-blown panic. The people take 

Josiah’s youngest son Shallum and anoint him king of Judah. His name becomes Jehoahaz, and 

he is of a mindset against Egypt. This could be perhaps why his older brother, Eliakim, is passed 

over for the throne by the people. Because, as events unfold it certainly appears that Eliakim 

desired an alliance with Egypt, instead of Babylon – whom had been a long-time friend of Judah. 

An alliance with Babylon would make Judah enemies of Egypt. 

It can’t be ignored that Jehoahaz reinstitutes idol worship in Judah. 
32 

And he did what was evil in 

the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. 2
nd

 Kings 23:32 
esv 

He was a rebellious punk, but he was the man chosen by the people – who, honestly, weren’t 

really that interested in a revival. As we’ve previously studied, they were plotting to go back to 

idol worship during Josiah’s revival, and they were making their plans right in the Temple of the 

Lord! 

According to the Babylonian Chronicle Neco's campaign to the north lasted three months (July- 

Sept., 609 B.C.), and the Babylonians beat him badly. Nebuchadnezzar (who at the time was the 
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crown prince of Babylon and commander of the Babylonian army) couldn’t stick around to finish 

off Neco because he received word that his father had died. Quickly, he had to return to Babylon 

in order to secure the throne. 

So Neco survived, and according to 2
nd

 Kings and 2
nd

 Chronicles, Neco then dealt with Jehoahaz 

– the anti-Egypt ruler, who’s in treaty with Babylon, who’s just beat the pants off Egypt – on his 

way back to Egypt. …Pharaoh Neco put him in bonds at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he 

might not reign in Jerusalem…2
nd

 Kings 23:33a
 esv

 

In all my research, I could not find out for certain what Jehoahaz is doing in Riblah, where he is 

dethroned and hauled away to prison in Egypt. Riblah was Neco’s military headquarters at the 

time, so I’m going to take a guess that Jehoahaz is there to continue the fight against Neco, on 

Babylon’s behalf, hoping to overcome him in his weakened state. 

Neco isn’t going to stand for that. At the first chance, he grabs the king, has him thrown in 

prison, and puts the eldest living son of Josiah on the throne in Jerusalem. Eliakim’s name is 

changed to Jehoiakim, and in doing this Neco establishes authority over all of Judah. Jehoiakim 

is, evidently, pro-Egyptian alliance. (And that fact will be revealed in the book of Jeremiah) He 

punishes the people of Judah (the ones who’d put his little brother, Shallum, on the throne ahead 

of him) with heavy taxation in order to support Neco’s ongoing war with Babylon. 

The prophet, Jeremiah, is watching all of this go on in his country, and God gives him message 

after message to relate to the newest king, and his subjects. 

Along with gloom, doom and despair, Jeremiah’s sermon at the Temple conveys a clear message 

of hope from the Lord: 

3 
It may be they will listen, and every one turn from his evil way, that I may relent of the disaster 

that I intend to do to them because of their evil deeds. Jeremiah 26:3 
esv

 God will always 

forgive, if only they would listen and turn from their evil. 

At this point, Egypt and Assyria have forged an alliance against the ever-growing kingdom of 

Babylon. Neco is rebuilding his military presence, creating a stronghold in the contested area of 

Carchemish, and Jehoiakim, being Neco’s ally, is probably helping him. God, through Jeremiah, 

is warning them of a disaster just around the corner – and it started with Carchemish. 

From what I’ve been able to figure out in the history of Jeremiah, is that in the 4
th

 year of 

Jehoiakim, the Babylonians beat Neco again in Charchemish. And they beat him so bad that he 

retreated back into Egypt. According to the Babylonian Chronicle, Nebuchadnezzar was hot on 

his tail and continued to war with Egypt at their border. 

The reduced nation of Judah was right in the middle of this war – and they were a vassal state for 

Egypt, which meant that they had to support Neco. 
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God warns Judah, through Jeremiah, that it’s only a matter of time before Babylon invades – and 

what’s left of Judah will go into captivity and serve Nebuchadnezzar for 70 years. Jeremiah is 

very specific about this impending doom – unless they repent. God will always forgive. 

Well, the leadership there in Jerusalem doesn’t care for what Jeremiah has to say. He’s almost 

executed for his first sermon at the Temple. And somewhere along the line, he’s banned 

(restricted 
niv1984

) from the Temple and the court because of his messages.  

But Jeremiah, ever faithful to his God, is not about to shut up about Judah’s dire circumstances. 

So, at the request and direction of the Lord, he writes a letter to God’s people. 

In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah 

from the Lord: 
2 

“Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have spoken to you against 

Israel and Judah and all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, from the days of Josiah until 

today. 
3 

It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the disaster that I intend to do to them, so 

that every one may turn from his evil way, and that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.” 

Jeremiah 36:1-3 
esv

 

This scroll then would have contained the prophecies of about 23 years. Everything that 

Jeremiah has prophesied up until this point, even including everything he said to Josiah, is going 

down on this scroll.  

2
…spoken to you against Israel and Judah… 

Israel refers to the ten tribes in captivity, and God intends for this scroll to be sent to them. 

Judah refers to the two tribes that are about to be taken into captivity, and God intends for the 

scroll to be read to them. 

 
Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a scroll at the dictation of 

Jeremiah all the words of the Lord that he had spoken to him. 
5 

And Jeremiah ordered Baruch, 

saying, “I am banned from going to the house of the Lord, 
6 

so you are to go, and on a day of 

fasting in the hearing of all the people in the Lord's house you shall read the words of the Lord 

from the scroll that you have written at my dictation. You shall read them also in the hearing of 

all the men of Judah who come out of their cities. 
7 

It may be that their plea for mercy will come 

before the Lord, and that every one will turn from his evil way, for great is the anger and wrath 

that the Lord has pronounced against this people.” Jeremiah 36:4-7 
esv

 

6
…on a day of fasting… 

This is unusual. It shows that the leadership in Jerusalem knows that something is wrong and 

they have to call out to God for help – and it’s obvious that they want help. Jamieson-Fausset-

Brown explains: 

An extraordinary fast, in the ninth month (whereas the fast on the great day of atonement 

was on the tenth day of the seventh month, Lev. 16:29 Lev. 23:27-32), appointed to avert 

the impending calamity, when it was feared Nebuchadnezzar, having in the year before 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+16%3A29
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+23%3A27-32
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(that is, the fourth of Jehoiakim), smitten Pharaoh-Necho at Carchemish, would attack 

Judea, as the ally of Egypt (2Ki 23:34, 35). The fast was likely to be an occasion on 

which Jeremiah would find the Jews more softened, as well as a larger number of them 

met together. 

—Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary 

But, it isn’t until about a year later that they finally call for the fast. In the meantime, 

Nebuchadnezzar is still fighting Neco on their back porch – and Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant for three years. 2
nd

 Kings 24:1 
esv

 

Nebuchadnezzar has gotten into Judah! And he’s even taken some of the hierarchy captive. This 

was probably when Daniel and his friends were carried off.  

Judah is now a vassal state of Babylon instead of Egypt when Jeremiah’s scroll is finally read in 

the hearing of the princes and officials of Judah, and all of the people. 

16 
When they heard all the words, they turned one to another in fear. And they said to Baruch, 

“We must report all these words to the king.” 
17 

Then they asked Baruch, “Tell us, please, how 

did you write all these words? Was it at his dictation?” 
18 

Baruch answered them, “He dictated 

all these words to me, while I wrote them with ink on the scroll.” 
19 

Then the officials said to 

Baruch, “Go and hide, you and Jeremiah, and let no one know where you are.” Jeremiah 

36:16-19 esv 

Our king has killed for less, you guys need to hide, and you need to keep it a secret. 

Jehoiakim’s heart is so hard that he cannot even consider repenting, even though the Babylonians 

have already taken citizens out of Judah, and they’re taxing the daylights out of the ones 

remaining. You’d think that all of the catastrophe that had befallen Jehoiakim’s people would 

have softened him up a bit. 

20 
So they went into the court to the king, having put the scroll in the chamber of Elishama the 

secretary, and they reported all the words to the king. 
21 

Then the king sent Jehudi to get the 

scroll, and he took it from the chamber of Elishama the secretary. And Jehudi read it to the king 

and all the officials who stood beside the king. 
22 

It was the ninth month, and the king was sitting 

in the winter house, and there was a fire burning in the fire pot before him. 
23 

As Jehudi read 

three or four columns, the king would cut them off with a knife and throw them into the fire in the 

fire pot, until the entire scroll was consumed in the fire that was in the fire pot. 
24 

Yet neither the 

king nor any of his servants who heard all these words was afraid, nor did they tear their 

garments. 
25 

Even when Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn the 

scroll, he would not listen to them. 
26 

And the king commanded Jerahmeel the king's son and 

Seraiah the son of Azriel and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel to seize Baruch the secretary and 

Jeremiah the prophet, but the Lord hid them. Jeremiah 36:20-26 
esv

 

26…the Lord hid them. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ki+23%3A34-35
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Jamieson-Fausset-Brown cross-referenced that verse with these: 

19 
Oh, how abundant is your goodness, 

    which you have stored up for those who fear you 

and worked for those who take refuge in you, 

    in the sight of the children of mankind! 
20 

In the cover of your presence you hide them 

    from the plots of men; 

you store them in your shelter 

    from the strife of tongues. Psalm 31:19-20 
esv

 

God hid them and kept them safe for His work. 

But as I was thinking about the king mutilating and burning God’s Word, a portion of Romans 

came to mind: 

28 
And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do 

what ought not to be done. 
29 

They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 

covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 

gossips, 
30 

slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 

parents, 
31 

foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 
32 

Though they know God's righteous decree that 

those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those 

who practice them. Romans 1:28:32 
esv

 

Doesn’t that sound just like what we’re learning about the Judean leadership of Jeremiah’s day? 

The king and all of his servants were not afraid – though the princes of the court (Elnathan and 

Delaiah and Gemariah) were obviously freaking out, urging the king not to burn the scroll, he 

would not listen. No wonder God told Jeremiah not to pray for them (Jeremiah 7:16).  

We see the same thing in our day and age. People so disrespect our God’s Word that they 

attempt to cut it off from anybody that it might do some good! The Bible has been thrown out of 

public service, into the same place that unborn babies have been discarded. Like Jehoiakim, who 

had undoubtedly burned alive his own children, and then mutilated and burned the Word of God, 

our own society does the same – and they give approval to those who practice these things. 

27 
Now after the king had burned the scroll with the words that Baruch wrote at Jeremiah's 

dictation, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 
28 

“Take another scroll and write on it all the 

former words that were in the first scroll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned. 
29 

And 

concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah you shall say, ‘Thus says the Lord, You have burned this 

scroll, saying, “Why have you written in it that the king of Babylon will certainly come and 

destroy this land, and will cut off from it man and beast?” 
30 

Therefore thus says the Lord 

concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: He shall have none to sit on the throne of David, and his 

dead body shall be cast out to the heat by day and the frost by night. 
31 

And I will punish him and 

his offspring and his servants for their iniquity. I will bring upon them and upon the inhabitants 
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of Jerusalem and upon the people of Judah all the disaster that I have pronounced against them, 

but they would not hear.’” 

32 
Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who 

wrote on it at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah 

had burned in the fire. And many similar words were added to them. Jeremiah 36:27-32 
esv

 

So not only was God’s Word restored, but more was added – including a specific judgment 

against the king himself. The king doesn’t care. He thinks that not only does he not have to listen 

to God, but he can rise above even the powerful Babylonian forces. In fact, during Jehoiakim’s 

reign, the Babylonian Chronicle reports that Nebuchadnezzar suffered a weakening of his 

military while fighting Neco at Egypt’s border. Scholars theorize that Jehoiakim attempted to 

take advantage of the situation in hopes of freeing Judah from Babylonian rule. 

In his days, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant for 

three years. Then he turned and rebelled against him. 
2 

And the Lord sent against him bands of 

the Chaldeans and bands of the Syrians and bands of the Moabites and bands of the Ammonites, 

and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by his 

servants the prophets. 
3 

Surely this came upon Judah at the command of the Lord, to remove 

them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he had done, 
4 

and also for 

the innocent blood that he had shed. For he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the Lord 

would not pardon. 
5 
Now the rest of the deeds of Jehoiakim and all that he did, are they not 

written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 
6 

So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers, 

and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place. 
7 

And the king of Egypt did not come again out of his 

land, for the king of Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt from the Brook of 

Egypt to the river Euphrates. 2
nd

 Kings 24:1-7 
esv

 

2
nd

 Chronicles adds a little bit of information to all that happened to Jehoiakim: 
6
…Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon … bound him in chains to take him to Babylon. 

7 
Nebuchadnezzar also carried part of the vessels of the house of the Lord to Babylon and put 

them in his palace in Babylon. 2
nd

 Chronicles 36:6-7 
esv

 

… Jehoiakim slept with his fathers (2
nd

 Kings)   and … bound him in chains to take him to 

Babylon…(2
nd

 Chronicles) 

The two accounts make it a little confusing as to what exactly happened to the king, except that 

he died in Jerusalem so, to me, it looks perhaps as if Jehoiakim died before Nebuchadnezzar 

could take him to Babylon. However, the Babylonian king loots Jerusalem, including the 

Temple. I find it interesting that Nebuchadnezzar takes only part of the vessels of the house of 

the Lord. Why didn’t he take all of them? Like, for instance, what happened to the ark of God? 

Did that go to Babylon, or were they not able to remove it? 
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Remember when the Philistines captured the ark and had possession of it (1
st
 Samuel 4-5)? They 

put the ark in their temple, near their god, Dagon, and it wound up face down with its head and 

hands broken off. Furthermore, Philistines themselves were afflicted with tumors. 

I can’t imagine then that God would allow His ark to be taken into the hands of the king of 

Babylon. 

Josiah had the ark returned to the Temple of the Lord, and that’s the last mention of the ark in 

our Old Testament. It’s not mentioned again until Revelation when John sees it: 
19 

Then God's 

temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his 

temple…Revelation 11:19 
esv

 

My personal theory is that God took the ark to heaven – because within it was His covenant, and 

both old and what would become our new covenant then were together in heaven until Jesus 

came. 

Along with the other treasures of the temple, Babylon took some more of Judah’s citizens 

captive. Among them were, more than likely, a young priest named Ezekiel. 

Jehoiakim’s son, Jehoiachin, is on the throne now, but he won’t be for long. 


