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6 
... Jesse [was] the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of 

Uriah, 
7 

and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah 

the father of Asaph, 
8 

and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, 

and Joram the father of Uzziah, 
9 

and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of 

Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
10 

and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh…Matthew 1:6-

10
 esv

 

Just as I started to study for this particular lesson I began reading the book of Matthew during my 

personal time with the Lord…and as I read through the genealogy of Jesus, I had to smile. I know 

all the players now! I didn’t used to. In fact, before, when I’d read the book of Matthew, I’d just 

skip over that part because I couldn’t pronounce all the names. Besides, it was boring. What 

could these names ever possibly mean to me? But, now, as I read through the list again, I see the 

glaring omissions of several of the kings of Judah, and even one wicked queen. 

If you’ve hung on with me in this series (Rebuilding the Temple), which we started in September 

of 2013, then you know exactly what I’m talking about here, because we’ve all come to learn 

these players together. Each one of them played a major role in the unfolding of God’s sacred 

history with Israel – and us. 

In the genealogy that I just listed I zeroed in on only the kings, though we did start with Adam 

and Eve, and I ended with Manasseh because he is a catalyst in the line of events that will 

eventually lead to Judah’s exile.  

My Webster’s Desktop defines catalyst: 

…an agent that provokes or speeds significant change or action. 

After all Manasseh’s father, Hezekiah had been through, and all the reformation that he led, 

you’d think he would have been the catalyst for Judah. Unfortunately, his righteous influence on 

the people of Judah was short-lived. Once wicked Manasseh ascended the throne, evil prevailed. 

What I hope to learn from Manasseh is that our words, actions and examples leave indelible 

marks on those who watch and listen to us. 

Jesus said, “
36 

I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word 

they speak, 
37 

for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

Matthew 12:36-37 
esv 

Words mean a whole lot more than we give them credit. 

Manasseh’s reign is both the longest and the most wicked in all of Judah and Israel. The 

narratives in 2
nd

 Kings and 2
nd

 Chronicles give a vivid picture of how Manasseh governed Judah. 

He reinstituted idol worship, even going so far as to rebuild the high places that his own father 

had torn down. He reintroduced the worship of Baal and Asherah (from the family of Ahab), and 

he established reverence for the stars (perhaps something he picked up from his grandfather 
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Ahaz?) He used witchcraft and consulted with mediums. He even went so far as to sacrifice his 

own son. 

Manasseh was much like Ahaz in that he never met an idol he didn’t like. 

10 
And the Lord said by his servants the prophets, 

11 
“Because Manasseh king of Judah has 

committed these abominations and has done things more evil than all that the Amorites did, who 

were before him, and has made Judah also to sin with his idols, 
12 

therefore thus says the Lord, 

the God of Israel: Behold, I am bringing upon Jerusalem and Judah such disaster that the ears 

of everyone who hears of it will tingle. 2
nd

 Kings 21:10-12 
esv

 

God’s servants the prophets, in verse 10, were probably Nahum and for sure Isaiah – though 

there may have been unnamed prophets ministering as well. 

An unnamed prophet records this statement in 2
nd

 Kings: 

13 
And I will stretch over Jerusalem the measuring line of Samaria, and the plumb line of the 

house of Ahab, and I will wipe Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside 

down. 2
nd

 Kings 21:13 
esv

 

Nahum would not have been a threat to Manasseh and Judah, as he was preaching destruction 

against Assyria. Assyria was still large and in charge of their region, including Babylon – which 

Hezekiah had a treaty. 

On the other hand, the prophet Isaiah may have incensed wicked King Manasseh with the 

prophecy of the plumb line of verse 13. And I think it’s Isaiah’s prophecy being referenced in 

those verses from 2
nd

 Kings because of what I found in his book:  

14 
Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scoffers, 

    who rule this people in Jerusalem! 

Manasseh being the current ruler. 

15 
Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death, 

This would be human sacrifice, which the king was into. 

    and with Sheol we have an agreement, 

when the overwhelming whip passes through 

    it will not come to us, 

for we have made lies our refuge, 

    and in falsehood we have taken shelter”;… 
17 

And I will make justice the line, 

    and righteousness the plumb line; Isaiah 28:14-17 
esv

 

This speaks back to verse 13 in 2
nd

 Kings 21 above. 
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Isaiah’s message was aimed straight at Jerusalem’s leadership, and that was Manasseh. Skip 

down to verse 16 with me. 

16 
Moreover, Manasseh shed very much innocent blood, till he had filled Jerusalem from one end 

to another, besides the sin that he made Judah to sin so that they did what was evil in the sight of 

the Lord. 2
nd

 Kings 21:16 
esv 

This innocent blood would not only be the blood of child sacrifice, but it indicates righteous 

blood as well – perhaps the blood of righteous prophets. Josephus wrote that Manasseh ordered 

daily executions. And, according to the Assumption of Isaiah, Manasseh had the prophet Isaiah 

sawn in two. The writer of Hebrews spoke of the prophets, 

…Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 
36 

Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 
37 

They were 

stoned, they were sawn in two…Hebrews 11:35b-37a 
esv

 

What a horrible picture it paints for Judah in Manasseh’s time. 

11 
Therefore the Lord brought upon them the commanders of the army of the king of Assyria, who 

captured Manasseh with hooks and bound him with chains of bronze and brought him to 

Babylon. 
12 

And when he was in distress, he entreated the favor of the Lord his God and humbled 

himself greatly before the God of his fathers. 
13 

He prayed to him, and God was moved by his 

entreaty and heard his plea and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then 

Manasseh knew that the Lord was God. 2
nd

 Chronicles 33:11-13 
esv

 

Though Manasseh was born after Hezekiah’s reforms, trials and repentance, he must have had a 

thorough knowledge of his father’s faith because when his distress gets bad enough Manasseh 

repents to his God (see verse 12). Hezekiah’s words of God and his faith in a holy Creator left a 

mark on Manasseh, so much so that it brought him to conversion there in the prison, and for that 

God brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. 

And once he gets home to Jerusalem he tries to undo the damage that he’s done, but it’s too late. 

His words and faithlessness had already left a permanent mark on his son, Amon. As soon as 

Manasseh passes away and Amon, takes over leadership, he goes right back into idolatry and 

evil. 

The wicked reign of Amon is described in only eight verses in the book of 2
nd

 Kings, and four 

verses in the book of 2
nd

 Chronicles. But look with me for a second at a portion of the account in 

2
nd

 Kings 21: 

23 
And the servants of Amon conspired against him and put the king to death in his house. 

Amon’s father Manasseh had just recently led a revival and reformation in the land. Could it be 

perhaps that these same servants, who had served Manasseh, were drawn into a revival with their 

king? And when his son reinstitutes idol worship, these faithful servants rise up and kill him 
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intending to maintain the revival. If that’s truly how it was, then Manasseh’s good words left a 

mark as well. But there’s more to the story… 

 
24 

But the people of the land struck down all those who had conspired against King Amon, and 

the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his place. 

Keep in mind that Josiah is only eight years old here. Perhaps (big PERHAPS here) the people of 

the land, Judah’s citizens, weren’t as sold on repentance and revival as Manasseh and his 

servants. Perhaps they liked the way Amon was running the kingdom, and they killed these 

servants in fear of what they might teach young Josiah. 

 ...
26 

And he was buried in his tomb in the garden of Uzza... 2
nd

 Kings 21:23-26 
esv

 

Amon is buried, with his father, in the garden of a leper – recall King Uzziah had been stricken 

with leprosy because of his irreverence in the temple of the Lord. 2
nd

 Chronicles 33:23 
niv 1984

 

gives us another clue: …unlike his father Manasseh, he did not humble himself before the Lord; 

Amon increased his guilt. And I cannot help but wonder if it’s Amon’s irreverence that lands him 

in the garden of a leper, remembered in the sacred record for all eternity. 

We will be held to account for every careless word. 

Josiah is only eight years old when he comes into his kingdom, and we know he’s going to be a 

good king right away: 
3 

For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet a boy, he began to 

seek the God of David his father, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem 

of the high places, the Asherim, and the carved and the metal images. 2
nd

 Chronicles 34:3 
esv

 

The young king was only 16 years old then when he began to seek the Lord, and then only 20 

when he started reformation. Also, Jeremiah is called by God just a year later: …the word of the 

Lord came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his 

reign. Jeremiah 1:2 
esv

 

Jeremiah has the same relationship with King Josiah as had Isaiah with King Hezekiah.  

Jeremiah and Josiah may have been boys together, and Jeremiah was possibly involved in the 

conversion of King Josiah.  

As soon as the young king begins to seek out the Lord, he realizes that Judah is in big trouble 

with her idolatry, and so he starts to tear down phony altars and high places. 

…in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, 

and the carved and the metal images. 
4 

And they chopped down the altars of the Baals in his 

presence, and he cut down the incense altars that stood above them. And he broke in pieces the 

Asherim and the carved and the metal images, and he made dust of them and scattered it over 

the graves of those who had sacrificed to them. 
5 

He also burned the bones of the priests on their 

altars and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 2 Chronicles 34:3-5 
esv
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If you recall, when we were studying the division of the kingdom and the idolatry of Jeroboam, a 

man of God came to Bethel and prophesied Josiah by name.  

That prophecy was fulfilled at this same time that Josiah began his reformation. 

15 
Moreover, the altar at Bethel, the high place erected by Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 

Israel to sin, that altar with the high place he pulled down and burned, reducing it to dust. He 

also burned the Asherah. 
16 

And as Josiah turned, he saw the tombs there on the mount. And he 

sent and took the bones out of the tombs and burned them on the altar and defiled it, according 

to the word of the Lord that the man of God proclaimed, who had predicted these things. 
17 

Then 

he said, “What is that monument that I see?” And the men of the city told him, “It is the tomb of 

the man of God who came from Judah and predicted these things that you have done against the 

altar at Bethel.” 
18 

And he said, “Let him be; let no man move his bones.” So they let his bones 

alone, with the bones of the prophet who came out of Samaria. 
19 

And Josiah removed all the 

shrines also of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria, which kings of Israel had made, 

provoking the Lord to anger. He did to them according to all that he had done at Bethel. 
20 

And 

he sacrificed all the priests of the high places who were there, on the altars, and burned human 

bones on them. Then he returned to Jerusalem. 2
nd

 Kings 23:15-20 
esv

 

The account in 2
nd

 Chronicles says that Josiah went to the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and 

Simeon, and as far as Naphtali, in their ruins all around…2
nd

 Chronicles 34:6 
esv

  

Apparently, Assyria during this time period had started to lose ground in what had once been the 

Northern Kingdom because Josiah was allowed to tear down those altars from within the ruins. 

When he gets back to Jerusalem, he starts to make repairs to the temple of the Lord – and that’s 

when there’s a startling discovery. 

14 
While they were bringing out the money that had been brought into the house of the Lord, 

Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the Lord given through Moses. 
15 

Then Hilkiah 

answered and said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the house of 

the Lord.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 

I love how Hilkiah refers to it as the Book of the Law. Notice that as we read on. 

 
16 

Shaphan brought the book to the king, and further reported to the king, “All that was 

committed to your servants they are doing. 
17 

They have emptied out the money that was found in 

the house of the Lord and have given it into the hand of the overseers and the workmen.” 
18 

Then 

Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan 

read from it before the king. 

To Shaphan it is just a book, nothing any different from any other book. 

19 
And when the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his clothes. 2

nd
 Chronicles 34:14-19 

esv
 

Words mean something – especially God’s words. 
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Up until now, King Josiah has been hammering out a physical revival. He’s going through a lot 

of outward changes in his kingdom, probably hoping to rally all of Israel into a revival. But, 

upon hearing the words of the Lord, Josiah is deeply convicted. 

Tearing of one’s clothing was a sign of deep grief in our Old Testament, but also one of 

repentance. 

Josiah heard God’s word and immediately he has to inquire of the Lord. It’s been a long time 

since a king has inquired of the Lord. But the small delegation is sent over to Huldah, the wife of 

Shallum (who might have been the uncle of Jeremiah) and she doesn’t have very good news for 

them. 

24 
Thus says the Lord, Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all 

the curses that are written in the book that was read before the king of Judah. 
25 

Because they 

have forsaken me and have made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke me to anger 

with all the works of their hands, therefore my wrath will be poured out on this place and will 

not be quenched. 
26 

But to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the Lord, thus shall you 

say to him, Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard, 
27 

because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when you heard his 

words against this place and its inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself before me and have 

torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares the Lord. 
28 

Behold, I will 

gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes shall 

not see all the disaster that I will bring upon this place and its inhabitants.’” And they brought 

back word to the king. 2
nd

 Chronicles 34:24-28 
esv

 

And what’s really remarkable is that when the king hears that judgment is inevitable for his 

kingdom, he renews the covenant with the Lord, and he does this with whatever remnant is 

available from the Northern Kingdom. This is a spiritual revival. 

32 
Then he made all who were present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin join in it. And the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 
33 

And 

Josiah took away all the abominations from all the territory that belonged to the people of Israel 

and made all who were present in Israel serve the Lord their God. All his days they did not turn 

away from following the Lord, the God of their fathers. 2
nd

 Chronicles 34:32-33 
esv

 

Notice how he made them to join in, and then he made them serve the Lord their God. 

Make no mistake, Josiah is sold-out for the Lord his God, but there were those within the 

kingdom who would have just as well left everything the way it was. 

Even after the extravagant Passover, the account in 2
nd

 Kings 23:26-27 
niv 1984

 says: 
26

Nevertheless, the Lord did not turn away from the heat of his fierce anger, which burned 

against Judah because of all that Manasseh had done to provoke him in anger. 
27

So the Lord 

said, “I will remove Judah also from my presence as I removed Israel, and I will reject 

Jerusalem, the city I chose, and this temple, about which I said, ‘There shall my Name be’ ” 
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Why is this? With so much outward repentance the Lord always forgives. He even forgave 

Manasseh for his wickedness. Why bring him up now? 

The answer was revealed to Jeremiah. 

9 
Again the Lord said to me, “A conspiracy exists among the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem. 
10 

They have turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, who refused to hear my 

words. They have gone after other gods to serve them. The house of Israel and the house of 

Judah have broken my covenant that I made with their fathers. Jeremiah 11:9-10 
esv 

There were those in Judah, and even in Jerusalem, who were conspiring – the Hebrew word there 

comes from a word meaning treason. They were plotting in secret behind the king’s back to 

overthrow the righteous system of government and to then go back to the way it was before 

Josiah – when good ole Amon was ruling, before those pesky servants did away with him. 

And after all that, Josiah decides to go out to fight the king of Egypt – because Judah still has a 

treaty with Babylon – and he’s mortally wounded in battle. 

Huldah was right, however, in that Josiah would die in peacetime. It was peaceful there in Judah. 

There was no war or destruction. Josiah had to go looking for it, and he gets himself killed. 

Words mean more than we could ever imagine, therefore we must be very careful with them. 

Manasseh thought he could reverse everything he’d said and done in front of Judah, but his fifty-

five year reign ruined them. Even the great revival of his grandson could not lead them into 

permanent repentance. His words and actions became the final undoing of Judah. 

Manasseh was a catalyst of evil. We must always guard our own words and ways, purposing to 

be a different sort of catalyst – catalysts of revival and reverence for the Lord. 

Paul wrote to the Corinthians: 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the 

contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 

me. 1
st
 Corinthians 15:10 

esv
 

Devoted to the Lord, immersed in His Word daily – that should be our goal as women of God! 


