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In many respects, with what we’ve studied so far about King Hezekiah, it appears that he was 

just born a really good, God-fearing man. He reformed Judah and he saved the country from a 

pagan invasion. 

However, the Holy Spirit, through the Scriptures, is now getting ready to tell us the rest of the 

story. In order to get to the place where he had all that victory Hezekiah had to traverse some 

really dark spiritual roads. 

I thought about teaching this lesson first, in a chronological order – because we’ve been doing 

things that way, but then I came across what George Williams wrote about this out-of-order 

episode: 

This is designed, because the purpose of the Bible is not to record historic facts, though 

the record of the facts is infallible, but to teach spiritual lessons. So is it here; and the 

lesson is both sweet and humbling. It is sweet, because it reveals the grace that hastens 

immediately to place before the reader the precious faith which Hezekiah had in God in 

days of darkness and fear—a faith that called forth…praise…; humbling, because the 

Holy Spirit does not fail to go back and record the weakness, and folly, and self-will of 

the king prior to these days of trust and victory. 

—George Williams, The Complete Bible Commentary 

My own history is much the same. There was a lot of weakness and folly for many years – and 

even after God has proven Himself faithful I can still have the tendency to be fearful and weak 

and filled with pride. But as the years go by, He grows me by proving Himself over and over 

again. 

The Scriptural account begins: 

24 
In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death, and he prayed to the Lord, 

and he answered him and gave him a sign. 2
nd

 Chronicles 32:24 
esv

 

In those days….refers back to the victory of the previous chapters. In those days when Hezekiah 

was reforming Judah – before he turned back the Assyrian forces – this is when he became sick.  

And the king’s illness was so severe that Isaiah came to him and told him to get his house in 

order because he was going to die. 

Hezekiah, naturally, was devastated and the Scriptures tell us that he turned his face to the wall 

and prayed to the Lord (2
nd

 Kings 20:2; Isaiah 38:2) meaning that he turned away from Isaiah 

and faced only the Lord. His prayer indicates that he was more concerned for his country than 

himself at that moment. And it looks to me as if he’s in the middle of the reformation and he 

desires to continue that work for the Lord. Also, one thing that some of my commentaries 

pointed out that I didn’t catch was that when Hezekiah’s son takes over he’s only twelve years 

old. This would mean that there’s a possibility that Hezekiah doesn’t have anyone to sit on the 

throne when he dies. And when God answers Hezekiah’s prayer, He says that He’s doing it for 
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the sake of His servant David. Remember, God promised David that he would always have a 

descendant on the throne in Jerusalem: 

…the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 
12 

When your days are fulfilled 

and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from 

your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 2
nd

 Samuel 7:11b-12 
esv

 

And God never breaks a promise, so it’s actually part of a promise that He made to David that 

gets Hezekiah another 15 years in Jerusalem. 

Isaiah tells the king that he will be healed within 3 days, and that he’ll be going up to the temple 

of the Lord. 

Hezekiah wants a sign from God that this will all happen – and this is where it got really 

interesting for me because Hezekiah’s father (Ahaz) had denied himself the benefit of a sign 

from God. Yet Hezekiah boldly asks for a sign. 

There is a huge chasm between unbelievers and believers. God promised Ahaz victory over the 

Northern Kingdom and their alliance with the Syrians, and to back up His holy promise, He says 

to Ahaz, 
11 

“Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 
12 

But 

Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” Isaiah 7:11-12 
esv

 

In other words, I’m not interested in seeing your glory today, Lord. So self righteous. So filled 

with false humility. 

The son of King Ahaz, King Hezekiah, was quite the opposite. He very boldly designated what 

his sign should be. 

The prophet Isaiah puts the question to Hezekiah (and it’s only found in the account in 2
nd

 Kings 

20) “This shall be the sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that he has 

promised: shall the shadow go forward ten steps, or go back ten steps?”
 10 

And Hezekiah 

answered, “It is an easy thing for the shadow to lengthen ten steps. Rather let the shadow go 

back ten steps.” 
11 

And Isaiah the prophet called to the Lord, and he brought the shadow back 

ten steps, by which it had gone down on the steps of Ahaz. 2
nd

 Kings 20:9-11 
esv

 

These steps are, more than likely, a sundial. The Hebrew word that is translated steps is better 

translated degrees. And since it’s referred to as belonging to Ahaz, it was probably imported by 

Ahaz from Babylon. If you recall, Ahaz fell into some serious idolatry toward the end of his life. 

The Babylonians worshiped the sun, among other heavenly bodies, so it makes sense that Ahaz 

would get ahold of a sundial and put it somewhere very prominent in his court. And this 

mechanism of steps/degrees, judging from the narrative in our Scriptures, was big enough that 

Isaiah could see it from King Hezekiah’s quarters. So perhaps it was just outside of the palace, 

but in plain distance from the king’s room. 

So the Lord brought back the shadow ten steps, and this wasn’t the first time God had done 

something like this. 
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When Joshua and Israel were in the midst of a great battle with 5 wicked kings and their forces 

all around them, 

…Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord gave the Amorites over to the sons of 

Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, 

“Sun, stand still at Gibeon, 

    and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.” 
13 

And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, 

    until the nation took vengeance on their enemies. 

Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not 

hurry to set for about a whole day. 
14 

There has been no day like it before or since, when the 

Lord heeded the voice of a man, for the Lord fought for Israel. Joshua 10:12-14 
esv

 

And this is what God does for Hezekiah. He pushes back the sun, and it’s obviously well noted 

in the region that the sun moved in the wrong direction that day. 

James wrote that: 

15 
… the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he 

has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 
16 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray 

for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it 

is working. James 5:15-16 
esv

 

And the power of Hezekiah’s prayer to a faithful, holy God did a mighty work that even the 

pagans stood up and took notice of. 

Look at 2
nd

 Chronicles 32:31a
 esv 31 

And so in the matter of the envoys of the princes of Babylon, 

who had been sent to him to inquire about the sign that had been done in the land…  

The Babylonians worshiped the sun so they would notice any irregularities, and I don’t think it’s 

a stretch they connected the sun’s irregularity to Hezekiah’s healing. 2
nd

 Kings records that they 

knew about his illness. And when they come to Jerusalem, they’ve got letters and a present with 

them. The Babylonians, at that time, wanted to get out from under Assyrian control, and they’re 

perceiving here that Hezekiah has something going on over in Judah that is so powerful it moved 

the sun – and that’s what brought the Babylonians over to see him. 

God oftentimes uses us to attract the unbeliever, because it’s His holy desire that all should be 

saved and that none would perish. (1
st
 Peter 3:9) 

In Genesis 26, there is a similar situation between Isaac and Abimelech. 

Because of a famine, Isaac winds up in Gerar and he is exorbitantly blessed with wealth and 

possessions – so much so that the Philistines envied him, and stopped up the wells that 

Abraham’s servants had dug. And the jealousy and envy finally gets so bad that Abimelech 

comes to Isaac and says Go away from us, for you are much mightier than we. 
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So Isaac moves on into the Valley of Gerar, digs up the wells, and the herdsmen of Gerar 

quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen over the water rights. 

So Isaac digs another well, and everybody quarrels over that one also, so Isaac moves again, digs 

another well, and there was no quarreling this time 
22

…So he called its name Rehoboth, saying, 

“For now the Lord has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.” 

23 
From there he went up to Beersheba. 

24 
And the Lord appeared to him the same night and said, 

“I am the God of Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you and 

multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham's sake.” 
25 

So he built an altar there and called 

upon the name of the Lord and pitched his tent there. And there Isaac's servants dug a well. 

26 
When Abimelech went to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his adviser and Phicol the commander 

of his army, 
27 

Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, seeing that you hate me and have 

sent me away from you?” 
28 

They said, “We see plainly that the Lord has been with you. So we 

said, let there be a sworn pact between us, between you and us, and let us make a covenant with 

you, 
29 

that you will do us no harm, just as we have not touched you and have done to you 

nothing but good and have sent you away in peace. You are now the blessed of the Lord.”  

Genesis 26:22-29 
esv

 

Unbelievers know when the Lord’s hand is on us, and sometimes it draws them very near to us, 

which is what is going on not only with Abimelech, but with the Babylonians who’d come to see 

Hezekiah. 

Part of Hezekiah’s hymn to the Lord in Isaiah reads, 

17 
Behold, it was for my welfare 

    that I had great bitterness; 

but in love you have delivered my life 

    from the pit of destruction, 

for you have cast all my sins 

    behind your back. Isaiah 38:17 
esv 

Hezekiah knows that this sickness that afflicted him nearly to death has a purpose in his life, 

Behold, it was for my welfare. But I don’t think he knows exactly the purpose, but if we go back 

to 2
nd

 Chronicles 32:31, the last part of the verse adds this: God left him to himself, in order to 

test him and to know all that was in his heart. 2
nd

 Chronicles 32:31b
 esv 

God knew what was in Hezekiah’s heart, but He wanted Hezekiah to know it too. 

At that time Merodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent envoys with letters and 

a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered. Isaiah 39:1
esv

 

25 
But Hezekiah did not make return according to the benefit done to him, for his heart was 

proud…2
nd

 Chronicles 32:25a 
esv
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2 
And Hezekiah welcomed them [the princes of Babylon] gladly. And he showed them his 

treasure house, the silver, the gold, the spices, the precious oil, his whole armory, all that was 

found in his storehouses. There was nothing in his house or in all his realm that Hezekiah did not 

show them. Isaiah 39:1-2 
esv

 

The message of congratulation to Hezekiah, was, in all likelihood, accompanied with 

proposals for a defensive alliance against their common Assyrian enemy. The king of 

Judah, flattered with this honor, showed the ambassadors all his treasures, his armory and 

warlike stores; and his motive for this was evidently that the Babylonian deputies might 

be the more induced to prize his friendship. 

—Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary 

Ain’t I awesome? Don’t I have great weapons? Look at my wealth! 

Where in any of that did Hezekiah proclaim the good work of God in his life? It’s almost as if 

Hezekiah had forgotten the physical healing work of God on his body! All of the sudden, he 

befriends the world (the Babylonians) wooing them with his possessions – and he never once 

testifies concerning God’s glory in the matter. 

And Isaiah has a word about this: 

5 
Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the Lord of hosts: 

6 
Behold, the days are 

coming, when all that is in your house, and that which your fathers have stored up till this day, 

shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says the Lord. 
7 

And some of your own sons, 

who will come from you, whom you will father, shall be taken away, and they shall be eunuchs in 

the palace of the king of Babylon.” Isaiah 39:5-7 
esv

 

God didn’t intend a treaty with this worldly power – but for Hezekiah to testify to them about the 

glory of God in his life. 

These own sons, who will come from you, meaning children that haven’t been born yet to 

Hezekiah, this is Daniel and his companions. They were eunuchs in the palace of 

Nebuchadnezzar. This prophecy was made 70-100 years before Babylon would be Judah’s major 

threat, not Assyria as they were during that time. What will be even more remarkable about that 

is that Daniel and the other princes who are made to serve in Nebuchadnezzar’s court will remain 

steadfastly faithful to God – like their forefather, Hezekiah. 

 
8 

Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the Lord that you have spoken is good.” For he 

thought, “There will be peace and security in my days.” Isaiah 39:8 
esv

 

And as we’ve studied, Hezekiah wound up attempting to bribe the king of Assyria with the 

treasures of his kingdom in order to get him to withdraw. (2
nd

 Kings 18:13-16) 
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Therefore wrath came upon him and Judah and Jerusalem. 
26 

But Hezekiah humbled himself for 

the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord did 

not come upon them in the days of Hezekiah. 2
nd

 Chronicles 32:25b-26 
esv

 

Could this be that portion of Isaiah 10:5-12 that we looked at last week? That God did use His 

hand of wrath, but when His work was finished in Jerusalem, He destroyed Sennacherib because 

of his mouth? And then I wonder if God got rid of the treasures that Hezekiah had boasted about 

to the Babylonians in order to prove Himself omniscient when Sennacherib is struck down in his 

land by the sword of his own flesh and blood? 

And then Hezekiah continued with the reformation, he and the entire nation humbled themselves, 

and the wrath of the Lord did not come upon them until after the life of Hezekiah. 

The prophet, Micah’s, ministry ended here, but probably not without one last warning before 

King Hezekiah’s son, Manasseh, took over the throne. 

Though Micah preached during Hezekiah’s revival and reformation, God had revealed to the 

prophet that there was going to be backsliding. Not only that, but that the backsliding would 

most certainly come to an end. 

Micah prophesies that people will want to come to Jerusalem to hear the word of the Lord: 

It shall come to pass in the latter days 

    that the mountain of the house of the Lord 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

    and it shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and peoples shall flow to it, 
2 

    and many nations shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

    to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 

    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. Micah 4:1-2
 esv

 

And I couldn’t help but recall the great commission, from the lips of Jesus Himself: 

44 
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 
45 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
46 

and said to them, “Thus 

it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 
47 

and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. Luke 24:44-47 
esv
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As we continue to read the prophets, let us be forever mindful that they wrote specifically about 

Jesus and all that He would do for us. Sometimes it seems to be crazy and mixed up, but it all has 

relevance. It was all written about Jesus, but it was for us to discover the great treasures He’s 

hidden for each and every one of us within our Scriptures. 

33
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable His 

judgments; and His paths beyond tracing out. 
34

Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who 

has been His counselor? 
35

Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him? 
36

For from 

Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever! Amen. Romans 

11:33-36 
niv 1984

 

Jesus opened the minds of the disciples to understand the Scriptures – not meaning just the New 

Testament, but rather all of the Scriptures, especially the Law of Moses, the prophets and the 

Psalms. 

If we are His disciples, He will open our minds as well, and we’ll see great things perhaps hidden 

from the rest of the world, but saved back for us as a personal revelation between Master and 

student. 

 

*****Please note: 

The attribution of Proverbs 25:1 identifies a collection of proverbs (Proverbs 25-29) 

which was copies by “the men of Hezekiah king of Judah.” Perhaps some of the sayings 

connected with Solomon’s name were copied and preserved for future generations. The 

reference to the “men of Hezekiah” may reflect Hezekiah’s support of the sages who 

collected and copied the earlier proverbs. 

—The Chronological Study Bible © 2008 by Thomas Nelson 

 

 


