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# 10 – Catalyst 

Read 2
nd

 Kings 21:1-18 and 2
nd

 Chronicles 33:1-20 

After Hezekiah was gone, what did King Manasseh reinstitute there in Judah? 

 

The Lord accused Manasseh of being even more evil that what people group? 2
nd

 Kings 21:11; 

2
nd

 Chronicles 33:9 

 

Did Manasseh and Judah listen to the Lord and His servants? 2
nd

 Chronicles 33:10 

 

What may have happened to the righteous prophets? 2
nd

 Kings 21:16 

 

Manasseh was the Ahab of Judah. 

—NIV Study Bible © 1984 by Zondervon 

And 

In spite of having such a devout father, Manasseh had the most evil reign in Judah. It was also 

the longest, fifty-five years. The list of Manasseh’s sins is also very lengthy. He polluted God’s 

city and temple with his idols and revived the practice of burning children to Molech in the 

Valley of the Son of Hinnom. He was an inveterate murderer. 

—William McDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary 

There are two prophets preaching during Manasseh’s reign: Isaiah and Nahum. Read the short 

book of Nahum. What country is he preaching against? 

 

What nation has political control of the region? What city do they hold? 2
nd

 Chronicles 33:11 

 

Assyria represents Nineveh in Nahum’s prophecy. Seeing as how they’d already destroyed 

Samaria, and were a clear and present threat to Judah, Nahum’s words probably came as a great 

comfort to them. Especially after they’d dragged away their king. 

What happens to Manasseh in prison? 2
nd

 Chronicles 33:12 
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What is God’s response? 2
nd

 Chronicles 33:13 

 

…the LORD was moved by his entreaty…2
nd

 Chronicles 33:13 
niv 1984

 – I don’t think it’s a stretch 

to rely on God’s promise that if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins…1
st
 John 1:9a 

niv 1984
 If even a monster like Manasseh can be forgiven, so can we. 

What are listed in Manasseh’s accomplishments? 2
nd

 Chronicles 33:14-16 

 

Did the people of Judah follow in his repentance? 2
nd

 Chronicles 33:17 

 

Where is Manasseh buried? 2
nd

 Kings 21:18 

 

What happened to Uzza (Uzziah)? 2
nd

 Chronicles 26:16-23 

 

Read 1
st
 Kings 21:19-26 and 2

nd
 Chronicles 33:21-25 

Does Amon continue in the reforms and repentance of his father? 

 

What happens to Amon?  

 

Where was he buried? 

 

What increased his guilt? 2
nd

 Chronicles 33:23 

 

Read 2
nd

 Kings 22:1-2; 2
nd

 Chronicles 34:1-7; 2
nd

 Kings 23:4-20; and Jeremiah 1-3 

As Josiah comes of age, Jeremiah has been called by God to speak to Judah. What’s Judah’s 

biggest problem? Jeremiah 1:16; 2:8; 3:6-10 

 

It appears from the text that Josiah (possibly influenced by Jeremiah) begins a physical 

reformation in the Southern Kingdom. (See also 1
st
 Kings 13 for prophecy about Josiah.) 
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And during all this physical reformation, the prophet, Zephaniah, is called – I think (this is just 

me thinking, not anybody else so don’t take this as a quote or anything important). We know for 

sure that he preached during Josiah’s reign: The word of the Lord that came to Zephaniah the son 

of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah the son of 

Amon, king of Judah. Zephaniah 1:1 
esv

 

The reason I think Zephaniah was called during the physical part of the reformation is because of 

what is written in the second chapter of his short book: 

13 
And he will stretch out his hand against the north 

    and destroy Assyria, 

and he will make Nineveh a desolation, 

    a dry waste like the desert. Zephaniah 2:13 
esv 

In view of Josiah’s reforms in the area of the Northern Kingdom, it just seems to me that 

Assyrian power is dwindling. Extra-Biblical historical literature of that particular time period 

indicates that as well. 

Under Ashurbanipal [Assyrian king 668-627 B.C.] the Assyrian Empire that had once 

made the world its own had grown old and surprisingly weak. Constant rebellions from 

outlying provinces had sapped its resources. Egypt, for instance, had effectively declared 

its independence and appeared to be regaining some of its former strength. Even more 

disturbing for Assyria, though, were rebellions closer to home. After Ashurbanipal died, 

Babylon rebelled once more, joined by the northeastern nation of Media. This time 

Assyria would not be able to quell the revolt. 

The effect of these stirring events on Judah was virtually to give King Josiah complete 

independence from his official overlords in Assyria. He could pursue his religious 

reforms and expand his political boundaries at will. 

—The Chronological Study Bible © 2008 by Thomas Nelson 

Josiah has the freedom to change everything for God’s people, including what appears to be an 

attempt at the reuniting of the divided kingdom. This young king is really on a roll. 

Read 2
nd

 Kings 22:3-20 and 2
nd

 Chronicles 34:8-28 

What does Josiah restore next? 2
nd

 Chronicles 34:8; 2
nd

 Kings 22:4-5 

 

What does Hilkiah find? 2
nd

 Chronicles 34:14; 2
nd

 Kings 22:8 

 

As King Josiah listens to the words of the Book of the Law, he tears his robes. Perhaps he was 

hearing the words of Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28. 
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Does Josiah understand the problem between God and Judah now? 2
nd

 Chronicles 34:21; 2
nd

 

Kings 22:13 

 

What does the prophetess say will happen? 2
nd

 Chronicles 34:23-28 

 

Read 2
nd

 Kings 23:1-3 and 2
nd

 Chronicles 34:29-33 

How does Josiah respond to the prophetess’ words? 

 

I love Josiah’s response! Instead of going to bed and pulling the covers up over his head, he 

leads the people of Judah into a renewal of the Covenant with the Lord. 

Read 2
nd

 Kings 23:21-25 and 2
nd

 Chronicles 35:1-19 

In addition to the Covenant renewal, Josiah holds a Passover. What were his orders to the people 

of Judah? 2
nd

 Kings 23:21 

 

Is the Book of the Law followed during the Passover? 2
nd

 Kings 23:22; 2
nd

 Chronicles 35:18 

 

What is returned to the Temple? 2
nd

 Chronicles 35:3 

 

There are several suggestions as to why the ark had been removed from the Temple, and 

was now to be returned. The priests may have carried it on their shoulders from place to 

place to protect it from being profaned. Manasseh or some other idolatrous king may 

have ordered it to be removed. Josiah may have had it removed elsewhere while the 

temple was being restored. 

—William McDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary 

What does the Scripture record about Josiah’s character? 2
nd

 Kings 23:25 

 

Josiah is described here as the most faithful and dedicated of all the kings who had 

reigned over God’s people, including David himself. In terms of personal commitment 

and faithfulness to God’s Word throughout his reign, Josiah was the greatest. Note that 

his life of devotion and great spiritual influence started in his youth. 

—Fire Bible © 2014 by Hendrickson Publishers Marketing, LLC 
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Read Jeremiah 11; Jeremiah 15:4; and 2
nd

 Kings 23:26-27 

While Josiah is celebrating the Passover and leading a national revival, what are the people of 

Judah planning? Jeremiah 11:9-10 

 

When Judah cries for help, who will save them? Jeremiah 11:12-13 

 

Where is the conspiracy/scheming/plotting take place? Jeremiah 11:15 

 

What will be the result of Manasseh’s leadership? 2
nd

 Kings 23:26-27; Jeremiah 15:4 

 

*Please note: As not to risk judgment fatigue, I edited out a considerable amount of readings 

from Jeremiah. I picked the ones I felt most pertinent to our study. 

Read 2
nd

 Kings 23:28-30 and 2
nd

 Chronicles 35:20-27 

Who did Judah presumably have a treaty with? 2
nd

 Kings 20:12-13 

 

Who is Neco going to help? 2
nd

 Kings 23:29 

 

When Pharaoh Neco makes his comment: the house with which I am at war at 2
nd

 Chronicles 

35:21 niv 1984, he’s talking about Babylon. More than likely, Hezekiah had forged a treaty with 

the Babylonians in order to stay out from under the yolk of Assyrian control. The Babylonians of 

that day wanted Assyria…but they wanted Judah as well. 

How does Josiah die? 2
nd

 Chronicles 35:23-24; 2
nd

 Kings 23:29 

 

Nevertheless, Josiah did not turn away from him, but disguised himself in order to fight with him. 

He did not listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to fight in the plain of 

Megiddo. 2
nd

 Chronicles 35:22 
esv

 

Neco’s military campaign against the emerging Babylonian world power was God’s plan. 

Josiah, although a righteous man, failed to understand God’s will in this matter and 

attempted to stop Neco’s army. Josiah’s failure to search for and discern God’s plan and 

purpose cost him his life. 

—Fire Bible © 2014 by Hendrickson Publishers Marketing, LLC 


