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20 
Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and he did what was good and right and faithful 

before the Lord his God. 
21 

And every work that he undertook in the service of the house of God 

and in accordance with the law and the commandments, seeking his God, he did with all his 

heart, and prospered. 

1
After these things and these acts of faithfulness, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded 

Judah and encamped against the fortified cities, thinking to win them for himself. 2
nd

 Chronicles 

31:20-21; 32:1 
esv 

Doesn’t that just figure? When we are doing all that is good and right and faithful – a big ole 

bully shows up on our doorstep. 

As I was studying this portion of our Scriptures, I couldn’t help but think of Paul. 

From the moment that he’s called, the apostle, Paul, is faithful and obedient. In the book of Acts, 

Luke writes about Paul’s obedience and then him being bullied. It’s one of my favorite accounts 

of Paul. I put a portion of the account on your hand-out last week, but we didn’t read through it. 

We’re going to read the entirety of that account today. 

 
8 

Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled from birth 

and had never walked. 
9 

He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and 

seeing that he had faith to be made well, 
10 

said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” 

And he sprang up and began walking. 
11 

And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they 

lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of 

men!” 
12 

Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 
13 

And 

the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the 

gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. 
14 

But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul 

heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, 
15 

“Men, why are 

you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news, 

that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth 

and the sea and all that is in them. 
16 

In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in 

their own ways. 
17 

Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he did good by giving you 

rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” 
18 

Even 

with these words they scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them. Acts 14:8-

18
 esv

 

Paul and Barnabas have quite a fight on their hands, but I love the parallel in this account about 

Paul, and the account of King Hezekiah in 2
nd

 Kings. Paul, like King Hezekiah, is diligent in his 

teaching not to worship idols and phony gods. He continually gives God glory for the miracles 

that the people are seeing, and reminds them that God is the one Who is blessing them with their 

rain and food and gladness. 

Paul is being obedient to the ways and commands of the Lord Jesus Christ, and he’s prospering 

in healings and miracles – just as Hezekiah was obedient to bring Judah back into a right 

relationship with God Almighty, and he prospered. 
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And just like King Hezekiah, who winds up with the Assyrian king parked on his doorstep, look 

at what happens to Paul: 

19 
But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul 

and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 
20 

But when the disciples gathered 

about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to 

Derbe. 
21 

When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they 

returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 
22 

strengthening the souls of the disciples, 

encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must 

enter the kingdom of God. 
23 

And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with 

prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. Acts 14:19-23
 esv

 

Now, King Hezekiah doesn’t react with this much obedience…Initially, the king takes a wrong 

turn: 

14 
And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, “I have done 

wrong; withdraw from me. Whatever you impose on me I will bear.” And the king of Assyria 

required of Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. 
15 

And Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house of the Lord and in the 

treasuries of the king's house. 
16 

At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold from the doors of the 

temple of the Lord and from the doorposts that Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid and gave it 

to the king of Assyria. 2
nd

 Kings 18:14-16 
esv

 

Remember, King Hezekiah had rebelled from the king of Assyria, refusing to pay the tribute – 

and Hezekiah was blessed for his obedience in that. But now, faced with war, Hezekiah panics 

and offers the king of Assyria anything so that he will withdraw. 

Paul doesn’t do this. He doesn’t attempt to bribe the crowd, and obviously he doesn’t try to get 

away because they are so successful in stoning him that they think he’s dead and they drag him 

out of the city. 

I couldn’t help but notice, however, a glaring difference in Hezekiah’s situation, versus Paul’s. 

While Paul had disciples gathering about him at the time of his bullying, it appears that King 

Hezekiah had no one…and what a difference it made. While Paul was revived, King Hezekiah 

caved. 

King Hezekiah had led the reforms in Judah, and I believe that he worked closely with Isaiah, 

but it doesn’t mention in the Scriptures up to this point who was his mentor or leader, or even 

with whom he had fellowship. Even the prophet Isaiah doesn’t appear to have had interaction 

with the king until the time of the Assyrian invasion (Isaiah 36-39).  

I think, for whatever reason, Hezekiah was on his own for a short time here, and I think that’s 

what made him falter and hand over the bribe to the king of Assyria. 
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I think it’s illustrative of when we fall out of fellowship with other Christians we are at our 

highest risk of compromising our faith. 

On the day of Pentecost, when believers were given the Holy Spirit, something else started that 

brought the people into not only a fellowship with God Almighty, but into a right fellowship 

with each other: 

42 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers. 
43 

And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 

being done through the apostles. Acts 2:42-43 
esv

 

Through their intense fellowship, which involved teaching and eating together, they developed 

an awe for their Lord, and the Holy Spirit manifested a power among them that couldn’t be 

explained by anything else besides God’s glory. 

Hebrews warns us: Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we 

drift away from it. Hebrews 2:1 
esv

 

Hezekiah had drifted, obviously, but it’s a short-lived drift. And I can’t help but wonder if the 

people of Jerusalem saw their king floundering, and it caused them to instantly gather around 

him: 

2 
And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and intended to fight against Jerusalem, 

3 
he planned with his officers and his mighty men to stop the water of the springs that were 

outside the city; and they helped him. 
4 

A great many people were gathered, and they stopped all 

the springs and the brook that flowed through the land ,saying, “Why should the kings of Assyria 

come and find much water?” 2
nd

 Chronicles 32:2-4
 esv

 

Why should we allow our enemy to be refreshed at our expense? 

Think about that for a second…Why should we allow our enemy to be refreshed at our expense? 

That’s not God’s intention – nor should it be ours. 

Here’s an example of God’s intention toward our enemy, which in this case was Israel’s physical 

enemy of Pharaoh and his armies. This is part of Moses’ song after they were all swallowed up 

in the Red Sea: 

6 
Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power, 

    your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 
7 

In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; 

    you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble. 
8 

At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; 

    the floods stood up in a heap; 

    the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 
9 

The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, 
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    I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. 

    I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 15:6-9 
esv

 

But God said, No you won’t… 
10 

You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; 

    they sank like lead in the mighty waters. Exodus 15:10 
esv

 

That’s God’s intentions for our enemy, which, on this side of the Cross, isn’t physical anymore – 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places. Ephesians 6:12 
esv

. It’s a spiritual battle against the devil and his minions. 

When we go into battle together, with one purpose, for instance to stop the refreshment of our 

enemy, look at what can happen to us: 

5 
He set to work resolutely and built up all the wall that was broken down and raised towers 

upon it, and outside it he built another wall, and he strengthened the Millo in the city of David. 

He also made weapons and shields in abundance. 
6 

And he set combat commanders over the 

people and gathered them together to him in the square at the gate of the city and spoke 

encouragingly to them, saying, 
7 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or dismayed 

before the king of Assyria and all the horde that is with him, for there are more with us than with 

him. 
8 

With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God, to help us and to fight our 

battles.” And the people took confidence from the words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 2
nd

 

Chronicles 32:5-8 
esv 

So now that Hezekiah and his people have had this tremendous victory of heart, this 

revitalization of their spirit, so to speak, Sennacherib decides to try to take them down with his 

unholy mouth. 

Has anybody else ever experienced that? And how discouraging it can be without my brothers 

and sisters of the faith surrounding me with truth. 

Sennacherib sends his officials over to the wall guarding Jerusalem with express instructions to 

harass the Jews, and specifically their faith. It’s ironic, because this is the place where Isaiah 

warned Hezekiah’s father Ahaz not to make an alliance with Assyria. 

The Assyrian officials speak Hebrew during their harassment, so the guards on the wall know 

exactly what they’re saying. 

First they mock King Hezekiah – basically, he’s an idiot with no strategy, and you people will 

never survive. 

Secondly, they mock Hezekiah’s alliance with Egypt, that splintered reed of a staff, which 

pierces a man’s hand and wounds him if he leans on it! 2
nd

 Kings 18:21a 
niv 1984
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Remember, this is how Israel came to be exiled by Assyria – they’d tried to make an alliance 

with Egypt, and the Rabshakeh reminds Judah that they will be wounded if they lean on their 

weak partner, Egypt. 

Thirdly, they mock God Almighty. They discount His power and ability to deliver the Jews, 

saying that Hezekiah’s torn down all His high places anyway. They don’t have anywhere to 

worship! 

I cannot help but wonder if those listening on the wall remembered their revival and why they’d 

torn down the high places in the first place. It was to return to pure worship and have a closer 

communion with the God who was mighty to save. 

But, in the account in 2
nd

 Kings, after denying the power of the Living God, Sennacherib’s 

officials claim that it was the Lord who ordered Assyria to invade Judah anyway, so they might 

as well give up. 

This guy has some contradictions! How can Sennacherib believe that God doesn’t have the 

power to deliver Judah, yet believe also that this same God told him to invade? 

I think Sennacherib was familiar with Isaiah’s prophecy: 

5 
Ah, Assyria, the rod of my anger; 

    the staff in their hands is my fury! 
6 

Against a godless nation I send him, 

    and against the people of my wrath I command him… Isaiah 10:5-6a 
esv

 

So just like all other unbelievers, who know a little bit of Scripture, Sennacherib hauls out this 

reference, thinking that he’s the rod of God’s anger, and beats the Jews over the head with it. 

But just like all other unbelievers, by taking Isaiah’s prophecy out of context, Sennacherib 

couldn’t have been more wrong. He should have listened just a little bit further to Isaiah, and he 

would have heard this warning: 

12 
When the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, he will punish the 

speech of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful look in his eyes. Isaiah 10:12 
esv

 

The people on the wall remained silent and said nothing in reply, because the king had 

commanded, “Do not answer him.” 2
nd

 Kings 18:36 
niv 1984

 

Sometimes it’s best to just let ’em finish. There was no “saving” Sennacherib’s officials. They 

would not be won over to the side of the one and only God Almighty, and that was obvious in 

the folly they displayed. 

I often times remain silent when I come under this kind of harassment. Past situations have 

taught me that there is no saving this kind of a bully. Their minds are already made up.  
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So, after all this, Hezekiah’s officials go to see the king, with their clothes torn, and they tell him 

everything. When Hezekiah heard the report, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and went into 

the temple of the Lord. 2
nd

 Kings 19:1 
niv 1984

 He’s scared to death, but he takes the matter 

directly to the Lord. Meanwhile, he sends his officials to see Isaiah, and Isaiah sends this 

message back: 

“Say to your master, ‘Thus says the Lord: Do not be afraid because of the words that you have 

heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have reviled me. 
7 

Behold, I will put a spirit 

in him, so that he shall hear a rumor and return to his own land, and I will make him fall by the 

sword in his own land.’” 2
nd

 Kings 19:6-7 
esv

 

Reported next in our Scriptures is this report or rumor that Sennacherib receives about Egypt 

marching out to fight against him. So what it looks like to me is that he relocates to fight Egypt, 

but he sends his officials back to Jerusalem with a hateful letter, reassuring Hezekiah that he’s 

going down and that his God cannot save him. 

Hezekiah takes the letter to the temple of the Lord and spreads it out before the Lord. 

O Lord, the God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all the 

kingdoms of the earth; you have made heaven and earth. 
16 

Incline your ear, O Lord, and hear; 

open your eyes, O Lord, and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to mock 

the living God. 2
nd

 Kings 19:15-16 
esv

 

Sennacherib just couldn’t put down that shovel. He dug his hole deeper and deeper. 

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Galatians 6:7 
niv 1984

 

And all the terror, devastation and destruction that Sennacherib had brought upon the Jews was 

going to come straight back on him. He was getting ready to reap exactly what he’d sown. 

17 
Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands 

18 
and have cast 

their gods into the fire… 2
nd

 Kings 19:17-18a
 esv

 

Sometimes the enemy’s threats have a little bit of truth in them. And it gets used to intimidate us. 

Truly, those nations that Sennacherib had referenced in his letter did go down in a pile of rubble, 

and their gods cast into the fire, however 

…they were not gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone. Therefore they were 

destroyed.  2
nd

 Kings 19:18b
 esv

 

Those phony gods could never have saved those people! That was the overriding truth of the 

matter, and that’s why they wound up in the fire! 

19 
So now, O Lord our God, save us, please, from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may 

know that you, O Lord, are God alone.” 2
nd

 Kings 19:19
esv
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For your glory, O, Lord, show this mocking unbeliever who really has the power and strength to 

save His people. 

20 
Then Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed because of this and 

cried to heaven. 
21 

And the Lord sent an angel, who cut off all the mighty warriors and 

commanders and officers in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to 

his own land. And when he came into the house of his god, some of his own sons struck him down 

there with the sword. 
22 

So the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the 

hand of Sennacherib king of Assyria and from the hand of all his enemies, and he provided for 

them on every side. 
23 

And many brought gifts to the Lord to Jerusalem and precious things to 

Hezekiah king of Judah, so that he was exalted in the sight of all nations from that time onward. 

2
nd

 Chronicles 32:20-23 
esv

 

This angel, who cut off all the mighty warriors and commanders and officers, is identified as the 

Angel of the Lord in the parallel account in 2
nd

 Kings 19:35. A reference that I forgot to give you 

in your homework about further identification of this Angel, can be found in the book of Joshua. 

13 
When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing 

before him with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you 

for us, or for our adversaries?” 
14 

And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the 

Lord. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him, 

“What does my lord say to his servant?” 
15 

And the commander of the Lord's army said to 

Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” 

And Joshua did so. Joshua 5:13-15
 esv

 

It’s Christ. He fought for Hezekiah, and He fights for us now. 

12 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. 
13 

But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 

that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 1
st
 Peter 4:12-13 

esv
 

Rejoice as we suffer in a trial – because Jesus isn’t far away from revealing His glory! 


